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THE OFFICIAL FLAGS ... AS TODAY’S DRIVERS WILL SEE THEM
All of us. as motorists, have various signals, signs and traffic ordinances we must obey to be careful and competent drivers. Just so does the 

seemingly ''reckless" race driver have his racing code, both for safety and courtesy. Picture yourself riding with your favorite driver, as he explains 
the meaning of the various signals he must obey by way of these flags.

THE RED FLAG - as always, this is the danger 
flag. Just like the red in a stop sign, it means 
STOP ... and right now! There may have been a 
bad spill .. . perhaps someone has been hurt, or 
the track is completely blocked . . . when we see 
this one, we get stopped as quickly as we can. 
The race may be restarted, but let's find out what 
happened first.

THE GREEN FLAG - Here we go again. This is 
the starting gun, the opening whistle ... the race 
is on. The green flag tells us that the race is 
officially started, and during the long events, 
keeps us informed that the track is clear ahead 
. .. hang on!

THE BLACK FLAG - This is the "consultation 
flag," telling me to pull into the pits On the next 
lap . . . it is often called the disqualification 
flag, but it doesn't necessarily mean that I have 
done something wrong ... a part may be hanging 
loose from my car, about to fall on the track in 
front of other machines in the race. Can't ignore 
this signal ... if I get it more than twice, I’ll be 
disqualified!

THE CROSSED FLAGS - Half way! Crossed flags 
tell us that the race is half over. It makes no 
difference which ones the starter uses. He holds 
the cloth of the flags along the handle so we don’t 
confuse his meaning ... if it’s a "hundred-mi ler," 
this signal means that there are only fifty to go 
... can't back off yet!

THE BLUE FLAG WITH DIAGONAL STRIPE - 
This is the “passing flag." It indicates that a 

..faster car us about to lap me ... he has already 
y passed me, and he now has a complete lap on me.

THE WHITE FLAG - This one means simply "one 
more lap" . . . we've been a little too busy to 
count them, and this lets us know that we are 
starting on that last long lap. We’re always glad 
to see this one, but the one we really wait for is:Lt This flag tells me to “hold my groove" or position 

L on the track until I am passed. There he goes ... 
^ but I'm not worried ... he may not last long at that

pace.

THE YELLOW FLAG - This is the "caution 
flag." It tells us to slow down; to hold our position 
until the green flag is thrown again. The yellow 
flag indicates there has been an accident on the 
track, or that the track has been partially blocked 
by a stalled car or a thrown wheel or other object. 
The yellow flag will remain out until the officials 
have determined that no one is injured seriously or 
that the track is not completely blocked. If there 
is a "safety car," we must remain in line behind it 
until either the red or green flag is displayed.

THE CHECKERED FLAG - This is the big one, 
the one we’ve been waiting for . . . it means it's 
all over but the shouting. We all want to get under 
this one first, but of course we can't all do it. We 
keep trying, though, and I guess that's why you 
keep coming back. Thanks for ride? Don’t men
tion it . . . come again. And remember, when you 
drive your own car, although there are no flag sig
nals, keep your eye on those traffic signs and 
obey them . . . they're the "flag signals of the 
highway."
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Greetings:

Once again, I'm pleased to welcome you to the 1972 version of the Illinois 
State Fair, the greatest agricultural exposition in the world.

We are proud of our fair — of the high-quality exhibits, the careful planning, 
and the dedicated people from all over Illinois who have supported it so 
faithfully. But it has been a great success, most of all, because it has an 
exhibit or event to appeal to every taste.

The Illinois State Fair has truly become a showcase for what makes this 
Land of Lincoln a good place to live. We're glad you could "come smile with 
us," and share this wonderful experience.

Cordially,

Richard B. Ogilvie 
Governor

Welcome!

My staff and I are delighted that you have chosen to "Come Smile With Us" 
at the 1972 Illinois State Fair. We sincerely hope that your visit here will keep 
a smile on your face, even as you leave.

Our prime responsibility is to promote Illinois' great agricultural industry 
but to be of maximum value, a state fair must reflect all segments of our 
economy. We have worked diligently to insure that the 1972 Illinois State Fair 
literally has "something for everyone"!

Our Auto Races have always enjoyed tremendous popularity with fair patrons. 
We are proud to present a varied program to include midgets, late model stocks, 
and championship dirt cars as an integral part of the fair.

Enjoy yourselves — and if you have suggestions to offer that will make your 
State Fair more meaningful or enjoyable, don't hesitate to let us know about 
them.

BOB PARK 
State Fair Manager

Programs published by Linsberg Publications, P.O. Box 4185, Peoria, Illinois 61607



"Howlett. . . has held 
his office ... for 12 
years, with no hint of 
scandal”
—Chicago Tribune

"Generally acknowl
edge as one of the 
best state officials in 
decades"

—Peoria Journal 
Star

"Excellent record as 
an administrator, a 
vote-getter and a 
square shooter'’

—Chicago Daily 
News

ELECT MICHAEL J.

HOWLETT ILLINOIS
SECRETARY OF STATE

VOTE DEMOCRATIC

1911 RAY HARROUN • 1913 JULES GOUX • 1920 GASTON CHEVROLET • 1921 TOMMY 
MILTON • 1922 JAMES A MURPHY • 1923 TOMMY MILTON • 1924 l l CORUM 

-JOE BOYER • 1925PETER DcPAOLO • 1926 FRANK LOCKHART . 1927 
\ „ GEORGE SOUDERS • 1928 LOUIS MEYER • 1923 RAY KELCH * 1930 BILLY

ARNOLD *1931 LOUIS SCHNEIDER • 1932 FRED FRAME • 1933 LOUIS 
MEYER . 1934 BILL CUMMINGS *1935 KELLY PETILLO • 1936 LOUIS 

^ MEYER.1937WIL8UR SHAW*1938FL0Y0 R0B£RTS*1939 WILBUR 
SHAW* 1940 WILBUR SHAW • 1941 FLOYD OAVIS MAURI 

ROSE* 1946 GEORGE ROBSON • 1947 MAURI ROSE • 1948 
MAURI ROSE *1949 BILL HOLLANO *1950 JOHN PAR 

SONS • 1951 LEE WALIARO *1952 TROY RUTTMAN 
M 1953 BILL VUKOVICH • 1954 BILL VUKOVICH • 1955 
llyl' BOB SWEIKERT * 135G PAT FI AHERTY • 1957 SAM 
M HANKS*1958JIMMY BRYAN*1959 ROOGER WARD 
U1 I960 JIM RATHMANN • 19G1 A J IOYT • 19G2 
V RODGER WARD • 1963 PARNELLI JONES • 1964 
I AJ FOYT * 1965 JIMMY CLARK * 1366 GRAHAM 
f HILL * 1969 MARIO ANDRETTI . 1370 Al UNSER • 

1371 Al UNSER

INDIANAPOLIS 500
...48 OUT OF 55 HAVE 

BEEN WON ON FAMOUS 

FIRESTONE OACE TIRES
THE KNOWLEDGE WE'VE GAINED IN 60 YEARS ^
OF RACING MEANS BETTER TIRES FOR YOUR CAR!
Why buy an unknown when you can get Firestone passenger tires

FIRESTONE STORE FIRESTONE STORE
BILL DUNN, MANAGER JOHN DONOVAN,MANAGER

407 So. 6th 2700 So. MacArthur
PHONE: 522-7741

MON. thru FRI. 7:30 to 5:30. SAT. 7:30 to 5:00 
Springfield, Illinois

PHONE: 525-8388
MON. thru FRI. 8:00 to 7:00 SAT. 8:00 to 3:00
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a broken oil pump put him out. At the Mich
igan International 200, it was a broken tur
bocharger after 20 laps. At the Bettenhau- 
sen 200 in Milwaukee, he tangled with his 
own brother, Bobby, on the third turn and 
was eliminated. At the California 500, Al 
seemingly had victory locked up when gear
box failure put him out In the Marlboro 300 
at Trenton, a small locknut from another 
car was kicked up through his radiator, 
putting him out. In the finale at Phoenix, 
Ariz., he tangled with Johnny Rutherford 
in a first-turn accident

AL UNSER
Al Unser, the youngest of a band of broth
ers from Albuquerque, N.M., who cut their 
eye-teeth on race cars, won his second 
consecutive Indianapolis 500-Mile Race 
and a total of $334,055 in USAC national 
championship prize money in 1971.
You might think that would make Al strict
ly one happy fella ... but the truth is 
something short of that 
You see, a funny thing happened to Al on 
the way to what everyone assumed would 
be his second consecutive national driv
ing title.
in mid-season, his luck changed abruptly 
from brightest daylight to darkest night 
and he somehow managed to wind up a 
distant fourth in the final point standings 
after having the championship apparently 
within easy reach.
All that Al did was win five of the first 
six races on the 1971 national champion
ship schedule and pile up 2,200 points to 
820 for the runnerup (then Lloyd Ruby). 
Al’s biggest victory, of course, came on 
his 32nd birthday, May 29, 1971, when he 
took the biggest share of Tony Hulman’s 
million-dollar purse for the second straight 
year.
After Al's followup victory in a close 
duel with Leonard at Milwaukee, all kinds 
of strange things happened to him; he 
never finished another race, he never got 
another point.
In the Schaefer 500 at Pocono Internation
al Raceway, Al lasted only 32 laps before

A. J. Foyt, acclaimed by many authorities 
as the greatest driver who ever sat in a 
race car, has two burning ambitions.
One is to win his fourth Indianapolis 500- 
Mile Race-something no driver ever has 
accomplished.
The other is to capture his sixth USAC 
National Driving Championship title.
In the 70-year history of the national driv
ing championship dating back through the 
area of the old American Automobile As
sociation Contest Board, no man except 
A. J. has won more than three national 
titles. He has won five. They came in 
1960-61-63-64-67.A. J. FOYT (Cont’d. page 12)

STAAB
STORAGE

BATTERIES
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

THE NATIONAL ^ 
HAWKEYE^^rf NEWS TRUCK, BUS, 

TRACTOR, AIRCRAFT, 
MOTORCYCLES. 

INDUSTRIAL SERVICE

*4

Box 534--Vinton, Iowa 52349 

Lets You Know What's Happening In The
RACING WORLD Wet and Dry Charged

Get Each Exciting Issue 

1 Yr. $6.00—2 Yrs. $11.00—3 Yrs. $15.00
Call Your DEALER or DISTRIBUTOR

HAWKEYE RACING NEWS STAAB BATTERY MANUFACTURING CO.
Box 534 VINTON. IOWA 5Z349

Enclosed check Money 0rder_ 

( ) New ( ) RenewalCash

Name

Street Address

City. State .Zl’P.

Canada Add $1; Foreign Add $2 Springfield, Illinois931 So. lllh St.
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108 ™LES °F PLAY on 1 CHARGE? INCREASED BATTERY LIFE?
mnn^ATr^" °eW F,agmaster 1000 with the all 
SOLID STATE CONTROL will do for you.

FLAGMASTER also offers you 
A Luxurious Ride 
Automotive Steering 
Sports Car Design 
Combination Spring and Foam 

Seats with Arm Rests

FOR
D«„,b„«dLf„,,„^,""RESENTATIVE NEARE^ VOU. 
FAIRWAY DISTRIBUTING CO.
P.O. Box 86. Princeville, Illinois 61559 

(309) 385-2205
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and Thril-l-ls
BROWNSTOWN FARMER CITY

BROWNSTOWN SPEEDWAY
1 /4 Mile Semi-Banked Dirt Oval 

Racing every Friday night FARMER CITY RACEWAY
8 cyl. superstocks - 6 cyl. hobby cars 

EVERY FRIDAY NITE!
Jr. Smith, manager - Ph. (217)928-4541 

Farmer City, Illinois - on Rt. 150 near I-74

at
Fayette County Fairgrounds 

West edge of Brownstown on I-70 
Midstate Racing Promotions, Ltd.

CENTRALIA FREEPORT

Wayne Webb promotes
MARION COUNTY SPEEDWAY

Centralia, Illinois
One-fifth mile high bank clay oval track 
Racing Late Model Stock and 6 Cylinder 
Every Friday night throughout the season. 
Whiz-whiz and bang-bang, you’ll love it!"

Frank Larson invites you to visit his
FREEPORT RACEWAY

South Walnut Street 
Freeport, Illinois

“Fastest Clay Track in the Midwest• t i t

GRANITE CITYCHAMPAIGN

Don Robinson promotes
TRI-CITY SPEEDWAY

On III. 203, 1/4 Mile South of Interstate 270 
1/2 Mile Dirt Track 

Super Modified & Late Model Stock 
Every Friday Night - T.T. 7:30 p.m. - Racing 8:30 p.m. 

"The moon trips have nothing on us for thrills"

Wayne Webb promotes 
4th Annual Championship Race 

100 Miles
CHAMPAIGN FAIR GROUNDS

Sunday, September 24, 1972 
$5,000 Guaranteed Purse 

Time Trials 12:00 Noon - Racing begins 3 p.m.
DUQUOIN HINSDALE

SANTA FE 
SPEEDWAY

9100 S. Wolf Road 
Hinsdale, Illinois 
Stockcar Racing 

Every Saturday nite 8:30 p.m. 
Every Sunday nite 8:00 p.m. 

A.M.A. Sanctioned Motorcycle Races every Wednesday 8:30 p.m.

Dick Poe's
BLOCKBUSTER RACE
The big event in auto racing 

on July 4 every year 
at Duquoin Fairgrounds 

Dare Devil Drivers in Super Sprints 
"The real thing is worth a thousand pictures"

DUQUOIN JACKSONVILLEDu Quoin State JACKSONVILLE SPEEDWAY
Lance McKnelly - Promotor 
“Finest short track racing 

in the Midwest area”
— Saturday night’s the night —

Racing late model and fender cars 
Time Trials 7:30 p.m. - 1st Race 8:30 p.m.

FAIRGROUNDS
U.S.A.C. Midget and Late Model Stock 

Championship Dirt Track Racing 
Write: P.O. Box 182 DuQuoin, III. 

for information
j

KANKAKEEEAST MOLINE
Stock Car Racing Ass’n., Inc. promotes

KANKAKEE FAIRGROUNDS SPEEDWAY
y« Mile Clay Oval

Late Models - Sportsman - 6 Cylinder 
Demolition - Powderpuff

Every Friday night - T.T. 7 p.m. - Racing 8 p.m. 
Don't miss Northern III. Dirt Track Championship 

- 100 Laps -
Including Top 5 Champions of Northern Illinois Tracks 

Labor Day - September 4, 1972 ____

QUAD CITY RACEWAY, INC.
HOME OF THE FIGURE 8 

Racing every Saturday & Sunday at 7:00 p.m. 
Rock-Island County Fairgrounds 

East Moline, III. Phone 1-309-755-5231

f
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FUN and FROLIC at

These Illinois SlTUlHl iYS
From the beginning of man's recorded history he has envied the birds their ability to fly and fleet footed animals their speed on the ground. When 

man learned to harness steam and the explosive combustion of liquid fuels, the steam engine and the automobile came into use.
Always, when two or more of the early autos made their appearance there was a race to see which was the fastest. Men like Henry Ford and Louis 

Chevrolet began by building racing cars and their experimentation and inovations were an important factor in the development of the modem luxurious 
and efficient automobiles.

During the first few years of our century organized auto racing began. It was patterned after horse racing but soon developed it's own unique 
character with high banked tracks and reckless speed. The most famous of these annual races survives as the Indianapolis “500''.

The Illinois speedways listed here bring this exciting sport right to your home territory. If you are not already an auto racing fan then visit your 
nearest track, get to know the drivers and cheer for your favorite. Auto racing on flat tracks, banked ovals, figure "8’s" and "0's" is unquestionably 
one of the great American sport activities - It's fast - it’s dangerous - there's a thrill unequaled in any other sport.

ROCKFORDMACON
Wayne Webb promotes

MACON SPEEDWAY
Macon, Illinois

One-fifth mile dirt oval
3 Classes: 6 Cylinder — 8 Cylinder Sportsman 

Late Model Super Stock 
Racing every Saturday night

"You better believe It, man, auto racing Is a great sport."

Hoeing it FUNot
ROCKFORD SPEEDWAY
Every Saturday & Wednesday nites

SPRINGFIELDMARION
Wayne Webb promotes

RACES OF CHAMPIONS at
Illinois State Fairgrounds - Springfield, III.

Sunday, October 1, 1972 - Time Trials 10 a.m. - Race 1:30 p.m. 
3-35 Mile Races-3 

Including
"The Fantastic" - 35 laps - All Illinois Track Champions 

- $7,500 Purse -
At this race, 30 track champions from Illinois tracks will be 

presented with trophies from Gov. Richard B. Ogilvie

WILLIAMSON COUNTY SPEEDWAY
Highway 13, West of Marion, III.

Racing every Friday evening 
Watch for other special events 

3/8ths mile fast clay track 
Highway type guard railing around 

entire track 
Dick Poe - Promoter

SP7/7eFaLu/’o°sSPRINGFIELD SPEEDWAY

Something exciting every Sunday night 
The Best of Stock Car Racing”

Time Trials 7:30 p.m. - First Race 8:30 p.m.
Our 25th

Anniversary 1972

PARIS
Wayne Webb promotes 

Auto Racing every Friday evening
EDGAR COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS « *

Paris, Illinois
One-half mile, semi-banked oval track 

Three - Late Model Super Stock 
Classes - 8 Cylinder Sportsman 

- 6 Cylinder Fender

Watch for other 
Special Events

Shaheen Promotions, Inc.
Clear Lake Ave. between I 55 & By-pass 66

SYCAMOREPEORIA
Don't miss the 100 lap 

21st Annual State Championship Race 
Saturday night, September 16 (Rain Date Sept. 17) 

- Open Competition to all stock cars - 
$1,000 to Winner 

PEORIA SPEEDWAY 
W. Farmington Rd. Peoria, III.

Late model Stock Car Racing every Saturday night 
$3,000 Purse - 9,000 Seats - Free Parking

PITTSFIELD

RACING EVERY FRIDAY. SATURDAYW SUNDAY NITE 
ACTION PACKED CCAV TPACK '/■

SYCAMORE • MIGHWAYMtAS! • P O MAPLE PARK. ILLINOIS 60151

Don’t miss the 
Special Holiday Races 

for Late Model Cars 
on Labor Day - September 4, 1972

PITTSFIELD SPEEDWAY
Dale Boren - Manager 

Racing every Saturday night

UNITED STATES 

AUTO CLUBAUTO
CLUB
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CAR DRIVER-HOMETOWN ENGINE COLOR OF CAR-OWNER TIMENO.

MIKE-MOStEY- T>JCK£6lO 
IndianapoJia.-twliana-

98 D.O.H.C. Red, White, Blue 
Leader Cards, Inc.Ford

LEE KUNZMAN 
Guttenberg, Iowa

55 Chevrolet Black
R.B. Racing Associates, Inc.

RALPH LIGUORI 
Tampa, Florida

58 Offy Yellow 
Walt Flynn

JIM McELREATH 
Arlington, Texas

2 Chevrolet Red, Blue & White 
Jim McElreath

/?. 6>(EAL-£=44 Chevrolet Red
Grant King Racers, Inc.

SAMMY SESSIONS 
Nashville, Michigan

12 Ford Red, White, & Blue 
Leonard A. Faas, Sr.

25 RICK GOUDY 
Norwalk, California

Offy Red, White & Blue 
Leonard Faas

6 ARNIE KNEPPER 
Belleville, Illinois

Chevrolet White & Gold 
C.H.E.K. Racing, Inc.

40 LARRY DICKSON Plymouth STP Red
STP Corp., Anthony Granatelli

60 GREG WELD 
Kansas City

Ford STP Red
STP Corp., Anthony Granatelli

JIMMY CARUTHERS 
Anaheim, California

15 Offy Yellow
D. J. Caruthers 124 BILLY VUKOVICH 

Fresno, California
Offy White & Blue

United Championship Racers 3
81 DUANE "■RANCHO" CARTER, JR. 

Huntington Beach, California
Offy Red

Jim Rieder

91 DARL HARRISON 
Tiffin, Ohio

Offy Red
Al Harrison

KARL BUSSON 
Toledo, Ohio

59 Chevrolet Peach
Bernard Cedoz

95 JOHNNY PARSONS, JR. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 5'L$mcH £$ffy Blue

Vatis Enterprises, Inc.
Ijq £tzo<^ iPAutOP

I
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STARTING FIELD: The fastest 24 qualifiers will start in qualifying order. All cars not qualified by 1:30 p.m. 
will draw for starting positions and will be placed to the rear of cars already qualified. All cars eligible to 
start in the race must be ready to take their starting positions by 1:40 p.m. THE RACE STARTS PROMPTLY 
AT 2:00 P.M.

CAR COLOR OF CAR-OWNER TIMEENGINEDRIVER-HOMETOWNNO.

Offy Blue8 BOB HARKEY 
Indianapolis, Indiana Bob Harkey

Blue
Harry Conklin

BtuL. OffyRQLttE-BEAlrE 
Toledo ,-Ohro

64

Chevrolet Orange
Gary Bettenhausen

14 GARY BETTENHAUSEN 
Tinley Park, Illinois

4 CamDON HAWLEY 
Gardena, California

5
Louis-SenterFord

Red, White & Blue 
Ray W. Smith

ChevroletBILL PUTERBAUGH 
Roxana, Illinois

70

Gold
Carl Gehlhausen

OffyTOM BIGELOW 
Whitewater, Wisconsin

84

RedFoytA. J. FOYT Jr. 
Houston, Texas

3
A. J. Foyt, Enterprise

Yellow & Blue 
Don Rogala

Offy36

White
Federal Automotive Assoc.

OffyJOE SALDANA22

317 RedJERRY MILLER 
Indianapolis, Indiana Wayne MillerChevrolet

White & Red 
Vel Parnelli Jones

FordAL UNSER
Albuquerque, New Mexico

7

DodgeCURT WATERS 
Chula Vista, California

Red & Pearl
Roger Beck, Bruce Crower

21

Chevrolet Black
Bill Dooper

BILLY ENGELHART 
Brownsburg, Indiana

83
V 8

Offy Yellow
William B. Mataka

CARL WILLIAMS31

E. Glesner
*7 OffyDICK TOBIAS 

Lebanon, Pennsylvania

Chevrolet RedRONNIE BURKE 
Houston, Texas

33
Mr. Burke
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100-MILE RACE STARTING-FOR GOVERNOR’S TROPHY 
(18 Fastest Qualifiers According to Time Trials)

POLE ROW OUTSIDE ROW 
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FASTEST QUALIFYING TIME2U
S5T k?l)/JZWAK)CAR No. DRIVER TIME

ORDER OF FINISH

tWINNER SECOND

THIRD FOURTH

:
FIFTH WINNING TIME
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McQUINN 

AUTO SERVICE
REPAIRS ON ALL 

AMERICAN CARS

AAMCO TRANSMISSIONS
World’s Largest Transmission Specialists

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS339 No. 11th St. Springfield, 111.241 N. 1st St.

ERNIE SCHMIDT STANDARD SERVICE
2900 STEVENSON DRIVE

"With Everything We Sell
We Give S & H Green Stamps”

24 HOUR WRECKER AND TOWING SERVICE
Springfield, IllinoisTelephone 529-3917



Foyt’s three victories in the Indianapolis 
500 were scored in 1961-64-67. He has won 
43 national championship races, 12 more 
than any other driver in history.
The 37-year-old Houston, Tex., resident 
is a versatile virtuoso behind the steering 
wheel; he also has won USAC champion
ships in the stock car and sprint divisions. 
He is a feared and respected competitor, 
also, in his now relatively infrequent 
midget appearances.
Foyt has won races all over the world. He 
teamed with Dan Gurney in 1967 to win the 
famed 24 Hours of LeMans. He was a win
ner at Nassau in the Bahamas the first 
time he ever raced sports cars seriously. 
He is a regular winner on the Southern 
stock car superspeedways.
Foyt finished second in the 1971 USAC 
national championship point standings by 
winning the final race of the season, a 
150-miler at Phoenix, Ariz. His total na
tional championship winnings were 
S 148,023.
This season, Foyt has pledged to limit 
his efforts to a one-driver (A.J. Foyt, of 
course) operation in an all-out campaign 
forJVo. 4 and No. 6. He has ordered a new 
chasis from Atlanta Cars and has de
veloped new power from his turbocharged 
Ford Engine.
Foyt started racing in 1953 in Houston 
with a midget built by his father, Tony, 
who now serves as his chief mechanic. He 
ran his first USAC race in a midget in 1956.

Consistency has been the trademark of 
quiet, unassuming Jim McElreath in his 11 
years within the framework of USAC rac
ing and 27 years, all told, in the sport. 
Biggest win for the former bricklayer from 
Arlington, Texas, came in that memorable 
first California 500 at Ontario Motor Speed
way in 1970. He inherited the lead late in 
the race and outdueled Art Pollard tor the 
victory by a margin of less than a second. 
Jim, now 44, was second to Mario Andretti 
in championship point standings in 1966

and has been third three times-in '63, '65 
and *70. Last year he raced only four 
championship events, yet scored enough 
points with an eighth at Ontario and a 
sixth at Phoenix, Ariz., to give him 21st 
position.
He also raced the championship dirt cir
cuit in his own Chevrolet-powered car, 
winning the opener at Nazareth, Pa., and 
ultimately finishing second to George 
Snider in a close battle for the title. Jim 
also raced his own sprinter several times 
during the season.
In all, he has five career wins on the Cham
pionship Trail and has been second four 
times and third on 11 occasions.
Perhaps most mdictive of his consistency 
is his record in a race from which he was 
"bumped” in qualifying last year-the Ind
ianapolis 500. He has raced it nine times 
with a third (in '66), two fifths and two 
sixths to his credit. He also has complet
ed the full 500 miles there four times.

MARIO
ANDRETTI

Mario Andretti, a three-time USAC Nation
al Driving Champion, is ready for a great 
resurgence in 1972 after suffering through 
two “miserable” seasons.

\
The 32-year-old native of Trieste, Italy, 
who now lives in Nazareth, Pa., has join
ed "Superteam," the formidable collec
tion of stars assembled by Parnelli Jones 
and Vel Miletich.JIM McELREATH (Cont'd. page 14)
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He will have a pair of new Parnellis with 
Offenhauser power at his disposal for the 
National Championship circuit and is de
termined to move up dramatically in the 
series standings.
When Mario finished ninth in the 1971 Na
tional Championship standings, it marked 
his lowest finish in the seven years he has 
run the Trail.
He won the championship in his first full 
year of Championship Trail competition in 
1965-an unprecedented feat in USAC his
tory. He also was Indianapolis "Rookie-of- 
the-Year" that season, finishing third in 
his initial ‘‘500". He won the Hoosier 
Grand Prix at Indianapolis Raceway Park. 
Mario repeated as USAC National Cham
pion in 1966, winning eight championship 
races.
He won eight races again in 1967 but was 
nosed out for the championship by A. J. 
Foyt. He won four championship races in 
1968 but again was edged for the title in 
the season's final race, this time by Bobby 
Unser.
Andretti won only one championship race 
in 1970, the Castle Rock (Colo.) 150-mile 
road race. He was blanked completely in 
1971 when his best finish was a second in 
the 300-miler at Trenton, N. J.
After placing no worse than second in his 
Xirst five seasons of championship com
petition, Andretti tumbled to fifth in 1970 
and to ninth in 1971.
A victory in the six-hour Daytona Con
tinental sports car race for Andretti may 
have been an indication of better things to 
come in 1972. He has also twice won the 
Sebring 12-Hour race and is a top com
petitor for Ferrari on the Grand Prix cir
cuit.

BILLY VUKOVICH
Discouraged and on the point of giving up 
racing for good after a disastrous 1970 
season, Billy Vukovich made a remarkable 
comeback in 1971 to place third in the 
USAC national championship standings. 
The performance earned him selection as 
the most-improved championship driver 
and also $101,627 in championship prize 
money.
The 28-year-old Vukovich is the son of one 
of the great drivers of Indianapolis 500- 
Mile Race history, Bill Vukovich Sr.
The elder Vukovich won the Indianapolis

race in 1953 and 1954 and was leading it 
in 1955 when a multi-car crash on the back- 
stretch snuffed out his life. He also was 
leading in 1952 when a steering failure 
put him out with less than nine laps re
maining.
The younger Vukovich made a brilliant 
Indianapolis debut in 1968 when he finish
ed seventh in the 500 and was named 
"Rookie-of-the-Year." He went on to 
finish fifth in the 1968 national champion
ship standings and seemed on the thresh- 
hold of a great career.
Vuky slipped slightly and finished eighth 
in the 1969 standings.
The bottom dropped out for Billy in 1970. 
He had trouble getting "rides,” made only 
six of the 18 championship races and 
finished way back in 32nd in the point 
standings.
Vuky's best national championship finish
es were a second at Michigan International 
Speedway, thirds at Milwaukee in June and 
at Phoenix in October, fourth at Trenton 
in October and fifth at both the Indianapo
lis 500 and the Schaefer 500 at Pocono.

was runnerup in his other two full seasons, 
'68 and '70.
Bettenhausen had his best Championship 
Trail preformance yet in 1971, winding up 
seventh in point standings. He made every 
race with his best finishes coming with 
thirds in the Milwaukee 200 and the Cali
fornia 500.
He also was tenth in the Indianapolis 500 
last year, his best showing there yet. And 
he accomplished it despite a late stop a- 
long the course to aid fellow driver Mike 
Mosley, involved in a fiery crash. The 
deed earned Bettenhausen several sports
manship awards.
In previous years on the Trail, Gary finish
ed the standings in eighth in '68, 14th in 
69 and 16th in '70. He scored major vic
tories at Phoenix in '68 and at Michigan 
International Speedway in '70.
Besides the full championship schedule, 
Bettenhausen last season also made 28 of 
the 30 sprint programs. He has scored 27 
career triumphs in that division with his 
most memorable coming late last year in

Johnny Parsons

*

GARY BETTENHAUSEN
Perhaps best known for his accomplish
ments in USAC's sprint car ranks, Gary 
Bettenhausen also is a pillar on the Cham
pionship Trail who this year moved into 
the powerful Roger Penske stable.
Gary is the son of the late Tony Betten
hausen, a two-time USAC National Driv
ing Champion (1951 and ’58). He is a two- 
time sprint champion himself, titles hav
ing come his way in 1969 and '71, and he

the second half of the Twin-50's fare at 
high-banked Winchester (Ind.) Speedway. 
Forced to drop out because of mechanical 
trouble on his regular mount in the first 
feature, Gary started 20th and last with a 
borrowed car in the nightcap; yet managed 
to win it with a Garrison finish that en
abled him to pass leaders Sam Sessions 
and Lee Kunzman on the final straight
away.

Johnny Parsons was seventh at Sacra
mento, Calif, in his debut on that circuit 
in '69 and won the pole for the '70 Hoosier 
Hundred at the Indianapolis Fairgrounds. 
Last year, he earned points in 18 of the 23 
programs in which he competed.
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USAC
National Championship 

Dirt Division
Literally, USAC's championship dirt division is 

one year old. Figuratively, it is the oldest regular form 
of auto racing in existence.

The "big cars," as they generally are known, have 
set the style for the sport of speed since the early part 
of the century. Until the advent of the rear-engined 
pavement cars within the last decade, their front-engine 
models exclusively dominated the championship circuit.

From the days of Harry Harkness in 1902 to Al 
Unser in 1970, the ability to drive a bucking, front- 
powered open-cockpit racer around mile-long dirt fair
grounds tracks was a prime requisite for a national driv
ing champion.

Such AAA (the forerunner in sanctioning bodies) 
and USAC Champions as Earl Cooper, Wilbur Shaw, 
Rex Mays, Ted Horn, Tony Bettenhausen and A. J. 
Foyt had been (and in the case of Foyt, still are) 
acknowledged masters of the art of dirt track racing.

Technically, the cars are restricted to a minimum 
96 inch wheelbase. Power limits are the same as those 
for the shorter sprint cars, which campaign basically on 
the half-mile tracks. An engine utilizing an overhead 
camshaft design is restricted to 256.284 cubic inches; 
stock block engines are permitted to go as high as 305.1 
cubic inches.

In 1971, what with the complexities of racing, 
the emergence of more and more paved speedways and 
an ever more crowded, sometimes expensive schedule to

meet, the dirt cars were taken from the championship 
picture and assigned a division of their own.

Only four races, each a 100-mile race, comprised 
the schedule. Yet, capacity crowds turned out at each 
of the four stops-Nazareth, Pennsylvania; Springfield, 
Illinois; DuQuoin, Illinois, and the Indiana State Fair
grounds in Indianapolis, Indiana—attesting to the per
ennial popularity of the sliding, thundering and ex
tremely colorful dirt cars.

Each of the four events had a different winner. 
Jim McElreath captured the opener at Nazareth, Foyt 
scored at Springfield, George Snider won at DuQuoin 
and Unser at Indianapolis.

Snider, who also registered second-place finishes 
at Springfield and Indianapolis, clinched the driving 
championship of the division. McElreath, with the 
original win and a third place at Springfield, led the 
point standings until the DuQuoin result. He ultimately 
finished as runnerup to Snider.

Public response to the championship dirt division, 
as reflected in the large attendances, contributed to a 
total purse of S152,664. It also encouraged a growing 
schedule for the 1972 season. Before the new year 
dawned, two races each were on the schedule for the 
Springfield and DuQuoin tracks, the customary one at 
the Indianapolis fairgrounds and preliminary negotia
tions were also underway at other sites.
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KEEP A RECORD OF LEADING CARS BY MILES
CHECK OFF THE FIRST 10 LEADERS DURING THE RACE

40 LAPS 50 LAPS10 LAPS 20 LAPS 30 LAPS

1

2 222 2

3 33 33

4 4444

5555 5

6 6 666

88 888

99 99 9

10101010 10

100 LAPS90 LAPS80 LAPS60 LAPS 70 LAPS

1111

2 222 2

33333

4444 4

55555

66 666

8888 8

999 99

101010 1010



>-
ii-&

•%
*4f \

rT%m
David CassidyJohnny CashCharley Pride Bob Hope

# CJSH ^VIKKKflRR;MB HOK ^
^ 2 & 8 p.m. K Aug. 28 - Sept. 3 a Sept. 4 Bpl(1) % ^

? •Du Quoin State Fair
He NioftSfw

starring u

Miss Vikki Carr H

• ^ thru Sept. 4August 26
«

★

* 8 •
£ •CO i 3CO

AUGUST 28 ‘U* vifsts/.9
» 93 ’Bnv 5 uooh * » *€‘Z 8 c’jdas-^

* W »thru
SEPTEMBER 3 ^

8:00 P.M.
/ • *

•v%

03Q0U*S33VN OWSIMetf*

-The EstablishmentTex Beneke Jimmy Nelson Barbara Mandrell

Du Quoin State Fair • Box 182 • Du Quoin, Illinois 62832 
Phone 618 542-2126FOR TICKET INFORMATION WRITE:


