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is what today’s home needs most

Valuable energy-saving Quality products forproducts for use easy wiring andthroughout the house. electrical repairs.The finest brands in
housewares, cookware,
and small appliances.

stains, varnishes, Master MECHANIC®
premium finishes for professional quality
inside and outside. hand and power tools.Lawn Chief® power mowers

All your home needs inand other leading names 
in lawn and garden care. plumbing tools, supplies Values for economicaland repairs. do-it-yourself car care.True Value® water heaters 

and space heaters.

more ilkmifa
\ a
it’s our way 

of doing business
HARDWARE STORES

at more than 6,000 True Value Hardware Stores and Home Centers in 50 states. 
For one near you, look under “Hardware" in the Yellow Pages.



Where Illinois 

Gets Together . .
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“Where Illinois Gets Together", the theme of the 1983 Illinois State Fair, vividly states the pur

pose of one of our state’s greatest events — to bring all Illinois people and industries together. The 
131st Illinois State Fair will serve to showcase the finest in Illinois agriculture. It is a fair that 
belongs to everyone in Illinois. Our sincerest hope is for all residents — urban and rural — to attend.

The 1983 Illinois State Fair will feature new activities, special exhibits, one of the nation’s 
largest livestock shows, the greatest in Grandstand entertainment, a special Senior Center, na
tionally famous horse shows, the finest in agricultural exhibits, harness horse racing, USAC car rac
ing, and other special exhibits to please everyone in Illinois.

Join us in Springfield and help make the 1983 Illinois State Fair the greatest of all state fairs.
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SID HUTCHCRAFT
Mgr., Illinois State Fair

LARRY A. WERRIES
Director, Dept, of Agriculture
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ON DISPLAY ACROSS FROM THE LINCOLN STAGE
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THE F-4 FIGHTER BOMBER
The F-4 is a two seat, twin jet, supersonic, long range, all weather fighter bomber built by McDonnell Douglas 

Corporation in St. Louis. The 183rd Tactical Fighter Group, based at Springfield’s Capital Airport has achieved the 
reputation of being among the finest units in the Air National Guard, and in 1972 became the first reserve unit to fly 
the F4C Phantom

The 183rd has a dual role, with a State and Federal mission. In its Federal role they provide the United States 
Air Force and the Department of Defense a trained and equipped fully combat ready tactical fighter group for 
mobilization in time of war or national emergency. In its State role, the Air Guard stands ready to provide disaster 
relief, support civil defense, and maintain public peace.

KC-135
WE GUARD

AMERICA’S SKIES! CHICAGO
ILLINOIS

AIR 126 Air Refueling Wing 
O’Hare ARFF

Chicago, IL 60666 
(312) 694-3683NATIONAL

GUARD PEORIA

* 100% TUITION ASSISTANCE
SPRINGFIELD

* EXCELLENT TECHNICAL 
TRAINING

* GOOD PAY ... EARN 
WHILE YOU LEARN

182 TAC Air Support Group 
Greater Peoria Airport

Peoria, IL 61607 
(309) 697-1287* TRAVEL

* BE PART OF A 
WINNING TEAM

TODAY’S

/

1/ Visit the Air National Guard display, 
featuring the F-4 Phantom, at the 
northeast corner of the Emmerson 
Building, across from the Lincoln 
Stage.

sV Springfield, IL 62707 
(217) 788-2285

183 TAC Fighter Group 
Capital Airport

MINUTEMEN
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Springfield Fairground’s Dirt.. .“The World’s Fastest Mile”

In 1940,1941, and 1946 the races were sanctined by the In
ternational Motor Contest Assn. (IMCA) with John Sloan 
promoter.

On Oct. 13,1940, Jimmie Wilburn set a new track record of 
35.72 seconds which was not broken for a dozen years. Mike 
Nazaruk finally did the trick in 1952 with a sizzling 33.83 se
cond lap.

By LARRY SULLIVAN
THOMSON, IL—It is fitting to review the history of the 

Illinois State Fairgrounds track in Springfield where Rick 
Ferkel set an official world’s record last year for one-mile 
dirt ovals.

AAA RECORDS
However, AAA officials claimed that new marks were 

established Sept. 25, 1949 with Paul Russo’s 36.21 second 
lap and on Aug. 19, 1950 for Tony Bettenhausen's mark of 
35.88 seconds. As far as this reporter is concerned, 
however, these laps may be AAA marks, but were not record 
breakers because they weren't as fast as Wilburn’s 35.72 se
cond circuit under the IMCA clocks.

Starting in 1947, Springfield's races returned to AAA 
sanction, and Nazaruk’s 1952 mark was lowered by George 
Amick with a 33.63 second lap in 1957. This held until Aug. 
21, 1965 when Jim McElreath toured the facility in 32.89 
seconds.

PINGREY WINS
The present Springfield mile was inaugurated on Aug. 20, 

1927. Wilson Pingrey of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, drove Bill Jef
feries' 183 cubic inch Frontenac to the fastest qualifying 
time that day and then went on to win his heat and the 
feature.

His qualifying time was 46 seconds flat and his car used 
rubber which looked like bicycle tires compared to the tires 
of today.

The fair opened and closed with auto races, and Chuck 
Bane of Ellsworth, III., won on closing day. He drove a D.O. 
Gallivan. Pingrey finished second that day before a crowd of 
4,300 fans.

The surface was dual purpose, used for both auto races 
and horse races. It replaced an older mile horse track. Prior 
to 1925 many events were hippodromed, as the promoters 
owned the cars and hired chauffeurs to put on the shows, as 
was the case at Springfield. Those were the days when race 
cars were shipped in railroad box cars from one fair to 
another.

A number of racing associations came into their own in 
the mid-1920s, such as the Tri-State Auto Racing Assn, of 
Decatur, the Mid-West Racing Assn, of Rantoul, the Central 
Illinois Racing Assn, and the lllini Racing Assn.

In 1926, two fair races were run on the old mile. Les Allen 
set the fastest time the first day at 46.3 seconds, a record 
for the first track.

Pingrey's record on the new mile of 46 seconds flat was 
broken on Aug. 18,1928 by Louie Schneider of Indianapolis 
at 41.6 seconds on the opening day of the fair. He came 
back on the second day of racing to set another NTR with a 
time of 40.9, driving a Miller straight eight.

Tragedy struck early at the first fair race of 1929. On the 
third lap of the feature the cars of Wilson Pingrey, Johnnie 
Gerber and Carl Marchese crashed when they started to lap 
a slower car, suffering with engine trouble.

Pingrey lay near death in a Springfield hospital for nearly 
a month with a fractured skull and internal injuries, but he 
finally recovered. Marchese was also seriously injured and 
retired from racing.

One lap after this bad accident a car driven by Les Wright 
was lost in the dust coming into the front stretch and crash
ed into the high woven fence where many spectators were 
standing, killing one man and injuring eight others.

On the second day of racing Tony Willman lowered the 
track record to 40.1 seconds driving the Marchese Miller.

The 1929 fair tragedy brought many law suits and hassles 
which resulted in the fair dropping auto racing in 1930,1931, 
1932 and 1933.

But starting in 1934, Hankinson Speedways inaugurated 
the first 100-mile race to be held on the Springfield mile run
ning under the American Automobile Assn. (AAA) banner. 
This was the championship race for Indy cars and was won 
by Billy Winn driving the Deacon Litz Miller. He also set a 
NTR of 39.79 seconds.

Hankinson Speedways conducted the annual fair races 
from 1934-1940 except for 1939, when Norm Witte’s Central 
States Racing Assn, sanctioned one of the two fair races.

George Connor brought the track record down to 38.15 
seconds at the 1936 race driving the Marks-Miller. George 
“Joie” Chitwood also set a NTR of 37.40 during the 1939 fair 
in the big engined O’Day Offy.

"TO THE WINNER GOES THE SPOILS"
Bobby Ollvero, 1982 winner of the Tony Bettenhausen Memorial 100

McElreath's mark was shattered by Tom Bigelow on 
August 20, 1981 when he drove the #56 Genesee Beer 
Wagon car to a new track record of 32.59 seconds. This 
mark went by the boards when Rick Ferkel turned an amaz
ing 27.97 seconds lap (a speed of 129 m.p.h.).

Ferkel’s clocking marked the fifth time the Springfield 
Fairgrounds Speedway has held the world's one-mile dirt 
track record. The others were set by Connor in 1936, Chit
wood in 1939 and Wilburn in 1940.

In 1955, the United States Auto Club became the sanc
tioning body of championship racing, succeeding the AAA.

In that year, the Indy cars, now referred to as Champ Dirt 
Cars, and the late model stock cars of U.S.A.C. became the 
racing body designating the end of the Illinois State Fairs' 
last two days, traditionally winding down the fair.

Like today, these very modern fast cars are drawing 
capacity crowds to the fair, and the records which exist are:

Dirt Champ Cars, Tom Bigelow, one lap qualifying record 
at 32.594 seconds.

Winged Sprints, World of Outlaws, one lap qualifying 
record at 27.970 seconds. This converts to 128.709 m.p.h.

Joe Ruttman owns the USAC late model stock cars one 
lap qualifying record at 35.12 seconds.

Reprinted with permission ol the "National Speed Sport News" ol Ridgewood. N.J.
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Dale Mueller Memorial Award
They called him the No. 1 auto racing fan in the country ... traveling to auto races for over 32 

years of his life, promoting the sport, taking auto racing movies, and he died doing it.
His movies are now housed in the Museum of Speed in Indianapolis, Indiana. On August 20, 

1966, Dale climbed up on the roof of the grandstand at the Illinois State Fair, all the better to get rac
ing movies of scenes below. He and a friend were preparing to take pictures of hot laps and 
qualifications, during an exhibition by the Army Green Berets. The Berets had tied a rope to the plat
form on top of the grandstand, on which the photographers were setting up. The other end of the 
rope was fastened to a wrecker across the track. The rope was pulled too tight, and the platform 
came down with Dale on it. Dale and the stage hand below were killed instantly. To these men the 
Dale Mueller Photo Award is dedicated.

Winners:
First Place: Ken Coles — Trophy and $150.00 
First Runnerup: Allen Horcher — Plaque and $100.00 
Second Runnerup: Kevin Horcher — Plaque and $50.00 

Presenting the trophies and prize money will be Mrs. Grace Nirgenau of Florissant, MO.

It only takes one,

to hit it big!
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Official Entries—Toi
100 Mile Dirt Car Championsh

Car# Driver Owner 
Steve Enslow 
Leader Cards, Inc.
Delrose-Holt Racing Assoc. 
Johnny Vance 
Bens Tire Clinic 
Ray & Cissy Smith 
Dave LeFevre
Wilke Racers, Milwaukee, Wl 
Rob Babb 
Conroy Racing 
Manny Rockhold 
Peterson Niebel 
Lloyd K. Stephens 
Nemire • Syring Racing 
Steve MacPherson 
Beth Jones 
Petauro Racing Ltd.
R. & W. Snell
L. A. Seymour & Sons
Transportation Computer System
Bill Mataka
Ronnie Burke
Mauri Amerling
Tom & Vicki Fischer
Bob Truax
Randy Bateman
Damon G. Fortune
Chuck Weyant
George Egan
E.W.H. Service, Inc.

2 Mark Alderson-----
Bobby Olivero-----
Gary Bettenhausen

5
9

10
12 Sheldon Kinser
14
15 George Snider ..

Kevin Olson----
Ron Milton........
Larry Dickson .. 
Manny Rockhold
Larry Rice........
Ron Shuman ... 
Jerry Nemire ...
Tracy Potter-----
Ron Hughes-----
Mike Gregg-----
Bill Engelhart ..
Rich Vogler-----
Chuck Gurney ..

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
24
26
27
28
29
30
31
33 Ronnie Burke .. 

Jack Hewitt ... 
Arnie Knepper . 
Jim Hettinger . 
Randy Bateman 
Kenny Schrader 
Tony Weyant .. 
Jim Moughan . 
Gary Hieber-----

34
35
36
37
39
44
46
47

Welcomes You To 

The Illinois State FairBURGER
KING \TAINTOR

| FAIRGROUNDS h
T /O

So S4

SANGAMON
3
£m JEFFEHSOM

c
WASHINGTON

O'

COOK£ Do

If-o *lO ST lOU'S STEVENSON

155

Aren’t You Hungry ? TM
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Bettenhausen Memorial
— 1983 Illinois State Fair

Car# Driver Owner
Shorthorn Racing 
Vetzel Racing 
GCQ Racing 
Long Bros. Racing 
Lowell T. Schmidt 
George Middleton 
Gohr Dist. - Dick Hammond 
Lyle Roberts 
Ralph DePalma 
David W. Robinson 
Frank M. Murray 
Jet Engineering, Inc.
Del McClure 
R. & W. Snell 
B.U.F. Racing, Inc. 
Tradewind Industries, Inc. 
Bill Pauch
Bill King Racing, Inc.
Chuck Jones
Donald P. Conrad
Rufus Gray
Steve Wilmot
Larry Hill
Doug Lang
Dick Soubirou
Lou Cicconi
Bob Gaby
Terry Kawell
Racing Associates
Bob Lesko Enterprises, Inc.

48 Gary Irvin..........
Johnny Coogan .
Steve Siegel-----
Steve Long........
Larry Gates___
Tom Bigelow ... 
Steve Chassey .
Jeff Bloom........
Keith Kauffman . 
Roger Rager ...
Paul Koch........
Greg Leffler___
Joe Saldana ... 
John Parsons, Jr. 
Danny Milburn .. 
Terry Uehling ...
Billy Pauch-----
Rick Hood........
Chuck Jones ...
Ed Angle..........
Gary Gray........
Bud Wilmot 
Bill Vukovich ...
Jerry Weeks-----
Steve Cannon ..
Bob Cicconi___
Steve Ball........
Terry Kawell ...
Larry Martin-----
Jan May...........

50
51
52
53
55
56
57
58
59
60
64
69
70
71
72
74
75
77
78
83
84
86
87
89
93
94
96
97
98
r

Buy a LARGE sandwich or an item of equal 

value at regular price, get a BURGER
KINGBURGER

KING
FREE Double Cheeseburger

sandwich.
Present this coupon to cashier before ordering. Good only at participating Burger King® restaurants. Bearer must pay 
sales tax. This coupon may not be used with any other coupon or offer and may not be redeemed for cash. Limit one 
coupon per customer per visit.

OFFER VALID DURING AUGUST 1983 ONLY.
©1982 Burger King Corporation. All rights reserved Printed in U S A.

COUPON GOOD ONLY AT THESE 
SPRINGFIELD BURGER KING® LOCATIONS . ..

A - 1841 W. JEFFERSON 217-793-0255
B - 1929 SANGAMON (Just East of Fairgrounds) 217-522-3197 

304 W. WASHINGTON (Closed Sat. & Sun) 217-522-9352 

D - 3099 SINGER (Singer & Dirksen) 217-753-1667
C -

BURGER
KING

JL.
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1983 U.S.A.C. OFFICIALS
President.................................................. .
Director of Competition..........................
Director of Communications..................
Supervisor, U.S.A.C. Champ Car Division
Chief Steward............................................
Scoring Director........................................
Coordinator, U.S.A.C. Events..................
Vice President, U.S.A.C. Properties........
Chief Observer..........................................
Chief 500 Assistant..................................
Flag Man....................................................
Announcer ................................................
Registrar.....................................................
Photographer............................................
Technical Director....................................
Coordinator, Director of Administration .
Corporate Advisor.................................... .
Publicity.......................................................
Statistician................................................
Midget Chief Steward..............................
Membership Director................................
Printer...........................................................
Editor, U.S.A.C. News................................
Chief Timer.................................................

..........Dick King
Roger McCluskey
..........Jep Cadoll
. Russ Clendenin
-----Rollie Beale
........Dick Sauer
..........Bill Oldani
___Henry Banks
-----Roland Hurt
.. Mark Sweeney 
. Duane Sweeney
..........Gary Lee

........Don Bright
... Major Baynes 
... Jack Beckley 
... Bob Cassady
........Bill Marvel
___Dick Jordan
Donald Davidson
___Les Kimbrell
............ Jim Nell
___MikeYerger
-----Dick Jordan
... Bob Laycock

-

PROGRAM OF EVENTS
TONY BETTENHAUSEN MEMORIAL 100 MILE DIRT CHAMPIONSHIP RACE

ILLINOIS STATE FAIRGROUNDS 
AUGUST 20, 1983 

PURSE: $37,500.00

7:00 A.M. — 12:00 NOON — REGISTRATION & INSPECTION 
10:00 A.M. — DRAW FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
10:30 A.M. — PRACTICE 
11:15 A.M. — QUALIFICATIONS 
12:30 A.M. - DRIVERS’ MEETING
1:00 P.M. - START OF FIRST (12 Laps) QUALIFYING RACE 
1:15 P.M. - START OF SECOND (12 Laps) QUALIFYING RACE 
3:00 P.M. — NATIONAL ANTHEM — Trumpet Solo by Mr. Tom Fliege of Springfield, IL 

START OF TONY BETTENHAUSEN 100
8



MISS ILLINOIS COUNTY FAIR . . .CHERYL HILL

THE OFFICIAL HOSTESS 

OF THE 1983 

ILLINOIS STATE FAIR
CHERYL HILL, reigning as the 1983 “Miss Illinois Coun

ty Fair Queen", serves as Official Hostess for the Illinois 
Association of Agricultural Fairs and the Illinois State Fair. 
Cheryl won the title in January at the convention of the IAAF 
from among 57 County Fair Queen contestants.

A direct descendant of William H. Herndon. Abraham 
Lincoln's law partner, lovely Cheryl grew up in Lincolnland 
with her parents. John and Sharon Hill, plus two sisters. Kim 
and Debbie Beauty runs in her family since 18 year old 
Cheryl's older sister. Kim, served as Miss Sangamon County 
of 1980 and competed in the top ten finalists on County Fair 
Night at the state contest in 1981

During her years at Ursuline Academy Cheryl enjoyed 
Glee Club, serving on the Homecoming Court. National 
Honor Society, cheerleading and softball An avid softball 
player and a good shortstop, she will have to give up the 
glove and bat this summer as she travels throughout the state 
attending fairs, parades and festivals.

Cheryl is presently enrolled at Lincoln Land Community 
College, majoring in Elementary Education with plans to 
finish her education at a state university Despite carrying a 
heavy class schedule and working part-time in a local depart
ment store, she is proud to be on the Dean's List Cheryl is a 
delightful, enthusiastic young lady looking forward to a busy 
fair season full of fun and adventure.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS!
★ 4-YEAR 100% TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS, good at any Illinois state- 

supported college or university!
★ GOOD PAY! People without prior military service start at OVER 

$76.00 for only one weekend each month!
★ GREAT TRAINING! Apply your military skills to a civilian job!
★ SERVE YOUR COUNTRY, state and community . . . right here at 

home!
★ WE HAVE UNITS ALL OVER ILLINOIS ... In or near your own 

hometown!

NATIONAL
GUARD
PHONE TOLL FREE
1-800-252-2972

CALL, OR MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FULL INFORMATION

1r
Please send information on the new benefits and enlistd1®11' options in the Il
linois Army National Guard. I am under no obligation.SEND TO:

Recruiting & Retention Office 
Room 308, 1301 N. MacArthur Blvd. 

Springfield, Illinois 62702

Age.Name _ 
Address 
State _ 
Phone (_ 
Branch.

City
Zip

prj0r Service?

Major Interests
I
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TO®

WICS TVBO&

SPRINGFIELD

and these Illinois State Fair Boosters present more than
$60.00 WORTH OF DISCOUNTS

throughout the special coupon pages of the Illinois State Fair Souvenir Coupon Program.

BURGERKINGcLongJohnSilverl1
SEAFOOD SHOPPES

prairie Gformr Kentucky Fried ChickenSamara’•
LUMS
rutiLT Dirac

.». /

^TOPCO^

>
. \r.

\DPsabodyS
hir&<filbn »ii<ss

WEIGHT#
WATCHERS'

Knight's 

Action ParkChuckaCheeses
Puzo Time Theotre

VfaRiBK
RESORT
DECATUR

m

Ok
DELBERT TAFT’S RIB EYE SANDWICHESO’BRIEN’S CAFETERIAS

THE ILLINOIS STATE FAIR SOUVENIR COUPON PROGRAM IS

AVAILABLE FOR JUST $1.00
AT THE SPECIAL STANDS AT THE MAIN GATE, THE INFORMATION 
BOOTHS AND AT THE SPECIALLY MARKED PROGRAM OFFICE IN 
THE NORTH END OF THE GRANDSTAND.
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( RACE DAY-SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
Featuring Tony Bettenhausen Memorial Championship Dirt Car Races

5:30 a.m. Jr. Milking Derby..................
8:00 a.m. Jersey Dairy Show................

Brown Swiss Dairy Show..................
Jr. Dairy Judging................................

8:15 a.m. Calvary Temple Church Bus 
9:00 a.m. Dahlia Show.........................

Jr. Livestock Bldg.
...............Coliseum
...............Coliseum
Jr. Livestock Bldg.
.................. Gate 11
........ Illinois Bldg.

Main Dish Using Beef. Bake-Off... Hobbies, Arts & Crafts Bldg. 
Cheerleading/Pom Ron Contests 

10:00 a.m. State Fair Sheep Sale..
T-Bone the Clown........................
State Fair Dead Lift Contest...
Indian Pottery Demonstrations..
Flintnapping Demonstrations...
Basketweaving Demonstrations.
Campfire Cooking/Natural Foods Program.Conservation World 

10:30 a.m. Louis Popejoy & Players 
11:00 a.m. Pipe Smoking Contest..

Bingo..........................................
12:00 noon T-Bone the Clown___

Stillwater....................................
Lite All-Stars, Jim Shoulders & Bufford T. Lite
Ken Carlysle....................................
Gold Dust Band..............................
Music Scene....................................
Whiskey Bill & the Rainbow Riders
Illinois Band....................................

12:30 p.m. Bingo..................................
Louie Popejoy & Players................

1:00 p.m. Grand Bake-Off..................
Wendy’s Free Circus....................
Supreme Champion Dairy Show. .

2:00 p.m. T-Bone the Clown..............
Bingo................................................
Truth and Consequences..............

2:30 p.m. Louie Popejoy & Players....
3:00 p.m. Championship Dirt Car Races

Wendy's Free Circus.........................
3:30 p.m. Spellbound.............................

Bingo...................................................
Greta Alexander, Para psychologist..

4:00 p.m. Draft Horse Pull.
T-Bone the Clown............
Stillwater..........................
Jules Blattner..................
Timothy P. & the R.R. 3..
Honky Tonk Heroes........
Magnum Force................
De Luxury........................

5:00 p.m. Bingo..................
Truth and Consequences 
Candlewicking Demonstration.... Hobbies, Arts & Crafts Bldg.

..........................Circus Area
..............................Park Area
............................Dairy Bldg.
Hobbies, Arts & Crafts Bldg.
....................... Lincoln Stage
.......................Pitchers' Alley
.........................Senior Center
...................... Illinois Theatre
..........................Grandstand

.........................Lincoln Stage
....................... Pitchers' Alley
..........................Pabst Saloon
.....................Budweiser Barn
........................... Stroh's Tent
..........Old Style & Stag Tent

...............................Miller Tent

R.J. Reynolds Stage
............Grandstand
............Circus Area
........ Lincoln Stage
........Pitchers' Alley
........Illinois Theatre
................Coliseum
................Park Area

Hobbies, Arts & Crafts Bldg.
.............. ......Pabst Saloon
....................Budweiser Barn
.......................... Stroh's Tent
..........Old Style & Stag Tent
.............................. Miller Tent
....................... Pitchers' Alley
.........................Lincoln Stage

i

.. .Coca-Cola Arena
............ Sheep Barn
................Park Area
........ Lincoln Stage
Conservation World 
Conservation World 
Conservation World

i
‘

............R.J. Reynolds Stage
......................Illinois Theatre
....................... Pitchers' Alley
...............................Park Area
Hobbies, Arts & Crafts Bldg.

........Miller Tent
.. Pabst Saloon 
Budweiser Barn 
.. Stroh’s Tent

..........Old Style & Stag Tent
............................MillerTent
....................... Pitchers' Alley
............R.J. Reynolds Stage
Hobbies, Arts & Crafts Bldg.
...........................Circus Area
..............................Coliseum
...............................Park Area

5:30 p.m. Wendy's Free Circus___
6:00 p.m. T-Bone the Clown............

Tin Roof Jazz................................
Stillwater........................................

6:30 p.m. Spellbound......................
Bingo.............................................

7:00 p.m. Senior Citizens Dance.. . 
7:30 p.m. Catholic Church Services
8:00 p.m. Beach Boys....................

Square Dance Festival................
Bingo..............................................
Savanna ........................................
The Young Swingers....................
Pulsar............................................
Pork & the Havana Ducks............
Paul T. Morris Band....................Pitchers' Alley 

. Lincoln Stage Fireworks after last Grandstand Show

DECATUR AUTO PARTS, INC.

FREE PARTS LOCATING SERVICE 

USE THE HOT LINE1

DIRECT PHONE SERVICE TO SALVAGE YARDS 
IN OTHER STATES

“If we don’t have it we’ll get it in a hurry”
USED AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK PARTS
CALL COLLECT TODAY AND HAVE A HAPPY DAY

(217) 877-4371 

2500 NORTH WOODFORD

I

! DECATUR, ILLINOIS
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1983 Illinois State Fair
Tony Bettenhausen Memorial Starting Line Ups

The first five finishers of each of these two 12 Lap Qualifying Races 
shall transfer to the 100 Mile Event. 9

FIRST QUALIFYING RACE
SECOND QUALIFYING RACE

^ / S/> a?/ 2.

3- 2=& ^ 4yuo&JL*3- ^-7

1.
1.

4. 7</

75.

Car.
Qualifying | Finish 

Speed
No. Driver and Home Type Car PositionRow 1 p 

Row 2p 

Row 3p 

Row 4pj 

Row 5E2 

Row 6pj 

Row 7kd 

Row 8 

Row 9kz 

Row 10p 

Row 11 b 

Row 12 

Row 13fe 

Row 14 b 

Row 15pj 

Row 16lzzJ

Pi

__
--------------- *■ j

r ^ ;
/

*-3'S-

=5^z/_

i^rz^^o *

> > -

Zf 2^E
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c FAMILY DAY-SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
Midget Races • Allen Crowe Memorial Stock Car Races • Abe’s Amble

)

SUNDAY, AUG. 21 2:30 p.m. Louie Popejoy & Players................R.J. Reynolds Stage
3:00 p.m. Late Model Stock Car & Midget Races........Grandstand

Wendy's Free Circus.................................................. Circus Area
3:30p.m. Sue Powell............................................................ Lincoln Stage

Bin9°  ....................................................................Pitchers’ Alley
Greta Alexander, Para psychologist....................Illinois Theatre

4:00 p.m. T-Bone the Clown.............................................. Park Area
Ken Carlysle.......................................................................... Pabst Saloon
Gold Dust Band.............................................................Budweiser Barn
Music Scene...............................................................Stroh’sTent
Whiskey Bill & the Rainbow Riders..........Old Style & Stag Tent
Illinois Band........................................................................Miller Tent

5:00 p.m. Truth and Consequences..........................Lincoln Stage
B'^go.......................................................................Pitchers' Alley

5:30 p.m. Wendy's Free Circus. :............................................. Circus Area
6:00 p.m. Tin Root Jazz.....................................................Dairy Bldg.
6:30 p.m. Spellbound.................................................. Lincoln Stage

Bingo........................................................................ Pitchers' Alley
8:00 p.m. George Strait/Bellamy Bros./Bonnie Nelson.. .Grandstand

..........Pitchers' Alley
............Lincoln Stage
............Pabst Saloon
........ Budweiser Barn
...............Stroh’s Tent
Old Style & Stag Tent 
.................. Miller Tent

6:30 a.m. Abe’s Amble..........................
7:30 a.m. Catholic Church Service___
8:15 a.m. Calvary Temple Church Bus
9:00 a.m. Dahlia Show........................

Bocci Ball..........................................
Lutheran Church Service................

10:00 a.m. T-Bone the Clown................
Campfire Cooking/Natural Foods Program.Conservation World

Conservation World
....................Gate 11
-----Illinois Theatre

R.J. Reynolds Stage
........Pitchers' Alley
..... Lincoln Stage 

. Park Area 
Miller Tent

........................Grandstand
..................Illinois Theatre

............................... Gate 11

....................... Illinois Bldg.
West of Jr. Home Ec. Bldg.
..................Illinois Theatre
............................Park Area

Basketweaving Demonstrations___
10:15 a.m. Calvary Temple Church Bus 
10:30 a.m. Church of Christ Service...

Louie Popejoy & Players..................
11:00 a.m. Bingo....................................
12:00 p.m. Spellbound............................

T-Bone the Clown..............................
Lite All-Stars, Jim Shoulders & Bufford T. Lite
Savanna ................................
The Young Swingers............
Pulsar....................................
Pork & the Havana Ducks..
Paul T. Morris Band............

12:30 p.m. Bingo........................
Louie Popejoy & Players...

1:00 p.m. Wendy's Free Circus 
2:00 p.m. T-Bone the Clown..

Bingo......................................
Truth and Consequences...

............Pabst Saloon
........ Budweiser Barn
............... Stroh's Tent
Old Style & Stag Tent
.................Miller Tent

..........Pitchers' Alley
.R.J. Reynolds Stage

................ Circus Area
...................Park Area
..........Pitchers' Alley

Lincoln Stage

Bingo...........................
Sue Powell..................
Jules Blattner..............
Timothy P. & the R.R. 3 
Honky Tonk Heroes...
Magnum Force............
De Luxury......................

Fireworks after last Grandstand ShowY

£ I 35^2^
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% (c 1 COLLECT IN ILLINOIS

BEATON — 618-435-8154 
BLOOMINGTON — 309-827-8087 

IL. TOLL FREE 800-322-6141 
CHAMPAIGN — 217-352-4258 

IL. TOLL FREE 800-252-6865 
DECATUR — 217-429-2371 
SPRINGFIELD — 217-544-9886 
CARBON DALE — 618-457-0356

■

n
m m m

\ GRANITE CITY — 618-451-6251 
JOLIET — 815-725-6775 

IL. TOLL FREE 800-892-0098 
PEORIA — 309-676-6181 
WHEATON — 312-653-4440 
FREEPORT — 815-235-1588 
QUINCY — 217-222-5757 
LIBERTYVILLE — 312-367-0446

GALESBURG — 309-343-6139
CALL COLLECT IN VINCENNES, INDIANA — 812-882-7253

INSTALLED RIGHT... RIGHT ON THE SPOT. 
IN TOWN OR COUNTRY

m m
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THE FAIRGROUNDS TRACK — 1947 VS. 1983
The pictures appearing on pages 14,22 and 24 are reminiscent of the days that used 
to be. Photos are from the Bill Oldani collection. Where practical they will show a 
photo taken in 1947 at the Illinois State Fairgrounds on the date of the race for cars 
then known as "Indy Cars", which is true — these cars competed at Indianapolis in 
the Annual 500 Mile International Series. With some slight adjustments, they made 
the circuit of dirt tracks. In those days, there were just a few tracks to race on, and 
Springfield was one of the highly favored, since capacity crowds converged on the 
facility from daybreak through dusk in the highest tradition of carnival atmosphere. 
The racing cars were then started by throwing a tow rope over the axle and being 
pulled with an auxiliary vehicle, such as a tow truck. The racers fell into line on the 
track in anticipation for the start. There were seldom more than a dozen entries, but 
the event went into record books as a sellout. . . Ticket scalpers were not uncom
mon. The captions on the pictures tell the story . . . please compare the race cars 
and facilities of yesterday to those of today. You can see the changes that have 
taken place.

THANKS...A Healthy Lawn 

Starts With Blakley.
Mrs. Eva Shaughnessy of C. Leo Schaughnessy 
Jewelers, 1320 South Eleventh St., Springfield, 
Illinois has donated and will present to the driver 
posting the fastest qualifying time today, a 
gentlemans’ Pulsar Quartz watch. These watches 
come equipped with an expansion band ...

A $100 cash award and the Harley Graves 
Memorial Trophy will be presented by friends of 
Mr. Graves—Edward D. Jones & Co., Macomb, IL; 
Gary A. Aleff; and Mark Burnsides—“To the Driver 
Exhibiting the Most Sportsmanship Qualities.”

If Your Lawn Does Not 
Look Like This Then 
Call Blakley Liquid 

Lawn Fertilizer For. . .

Liquid
Lawn

Fertilizer
• Soli Acidity Control
• Summer Light Fertilizer & Insect Control
• Spring Fertilizer & Crabgrass Control
• Late Spring Fertilizer & Broadleaf Control
• Fall Fertilizer & Broadleaf Control

RURAL ROUTE 4, 
SPRINGFIELD, IL 

217-529-5692

14
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PAT VIDAN... IIP*U" "

Pat Vidan passed away on April 1,1983, after a 
short illness. A brief resume of his contribution to 
auto racing is here presented. In memory of Pat, a 
plaque is being presented today to the driver who 
displays the “Best Performance — First Year in 
Competition at the 1983 Illinois State Fair 
U.S.A.C. Tony Bettenhausen Memorial Champ Car 
100.”

Pat Vidan retired from his job as chief starter 
for the Indianapolis 500 in 1979 after 18 years. He 
had an intense interest in race drivers, particularly 
those in the early part of their careers. Pat was a 
rugged man, a fitness advocate who operated a 
health studio for 14 of his years at Indianapolis. 
Vidan was a multi-talented person, as Rolla 
Vollstedt recalls, “If we had a delay to repair a 
fence or something, Pat might borrow a motor
cycle and then come down the homestretch doing 
a handstand on the seat. He was a terrific 
athlete”. As a youth he did tumbling and 
acrobatics, raced motorcycles, and was a 
member of the nationally known Multnomah 
Sheriff Stunt and Drill Team. He won the Tristate 3 
Meter Board Diving Championship 4 consecutive 
years.

Pat was often seen walking along with his arm 
over the shoulder of both novice and proven race 
drivers, giving advice and a "pat” on the back 
when it was called for, and a little criticism when 
it became necessary. Hence, it is appropiate to 
name this award, “The Pat Vidan Memorial”, here 
presented for the first time today at the Dirt

By George Pasero

*

M
PAT VIDAN 

MEMORIAL
%

Champ Car Race.BEST PERFORMANCE 
1st year in competitiox

AT
1**83 ILLINOIS STATE FAIR 

I!SAC TONY BETTENHAUSEN MEMORIAL 
CHAMP CAR 100

-—rr 'S)

silt HI IUU RAFT
MHCU

Bill OID.IVI 
Mint 'K*T>

The Pat Vidan Memorial Plaque
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SENIOR CENTER

Secretary of State Jim Edgar, participating 
in Senior Center ceremonies.

Jessie Finley, again providing musical 
entertainment in Senior Center.

1982's oldest fair visitor — 
Edwardsvllle's Mattie B. Teter, 97 years 

of age.

The "in' place to be will once again be the SENIOR CENTER where programs, exhibits, arts & 
crafts, lemonade and a cool place to sit and visit with friends will be FREE to those 60 years and over.

These activities are being jointly sponsored by the Governor's Office, the Lt. Governor's Office, the 
Dept on Aging, the Area Agencies on Aging, the Illinois Office of Voluntary Citizens Participation and 
the State Fair staff.

During the 11 days of the Fair, from 9 a m to 9 p m.. Seniors themselves will be bringing enter
tainment. enjoyment and excitement in the form of nostalgic music, dance, etc. A revival of the Arts & 
Crafts of the past will be on display. Exhibitors will be available with up-to-date information regarding 
Senior Citizen programs and interests.

FOR GREATEST PROFIT 

Use LUCIE HYBRID BOARS
Suppliers of proven breeding stock for 35 years 

A scientifically designed 4-Boar rotation 
Confinement reared for over 25 years

This ad is for ail those who ever wonder 
if your United Way gift is really appreciated. LUCIE FARMS, INC.

Augusta, Illinois 62311
217-392-2142

Thanks to you- It works, for ALL OF USUnited way

17



THE BEACH BOYS
GRANDSTAND ENTERTAINMENT SATURDAY, 

AUGUST 20 - 8:00 p.m.

The Beach Boys are in their 22nd year together. They are: Brian. Carl, and Dennis Wilson, their first cousin 
Mike Love, and Brian’s former high school classmate, Al Jardine. In 1961 they had an immediate hit single titled
“Surfin”.

Performers of considerable talent have joined together with the Beach Boys. When Brian decided to retire 
from touring to concentrate on writing, arranging and production details, he was replaced by Glen Campbell.

Bruce Johnston, Mike Loves’ friend, joined the group in 1965, when Glen’s solo success dictated a departure. 
In the early seventies Bruce left the group when he took what Mike describes as a “surfin’ sabbatical,” when he 
wrote the Grammy award-winning “I Write the Songs,” which has become one of the most popular songs ever 
recorded.

Daryl Dragon, a talented keyboard artist, was soon introduced to the group by Bruce. He played with the band 
for almost eight years. During this time he met the only female ever to tour with the Beach Boys, Toni Tennille. We 
know them now as the Captain and Tennille.

The Beach Boys are said to have created the myth of California. They have romanticized the California 
lifestyle of sunshine, pretty girls and endless summers.

The Beach Boys have sold over seventy million records and have been awarded over twenty gold and 
platinum albums. They hold attendance records all over the world. They have evolved from one of the most suc
cessful popular groups in history to their current enduring status as an American institution.

18
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wIU.I.MUS STaT» KAlRGkOUNb's : DAILY EVENTS, 1983 

ILLINOIS STATE FAIR 

August 11-21

CONSERVATION WORLD (9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.)
Children's Boating Safety Course..............
Free Historic Canoe Rides..........................
Historic Craft Demonstrations....................
Hunter Safety Quiz & B.B. Gun Range........
Smokey and Woodsey..................................
Giant Forest Coloring Book........................
Live Fish Display..........................................
Live Pheasant and Quail Display................
Law Enforcement Field Equipment Display 
Backyard Wildlife Landscaping Display ...
Practice Casting for Kids............................
Family Picnic Area - Cool and Shady..........
Conservation T-Shirts..................................

........................................................ 11:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

........................................................ 11:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

........................................................ 10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.

........................................................ 11:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.
Weekdays 2:30 p.m. Weekends 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
.......................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
.......................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
........................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
........................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
........................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
........................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
........................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.
........................................................... 9:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.

DAIRY BUILDING (9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.)
9:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.

Free Games for Children
Butter Cow....................
Free Entertainment-----

EMMERSON BUILDING (9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.)
9:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m. 

10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m.

Amateur Art Show - Mezzanine..............
Senior Center Continuous Entertainment
Illinois Taste Test....................................
4-H Action Exhibits....................................

EXPOSITION BUILDING (9:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.)
9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.

Philatelic (Stamp) Show - Main Floor 
Professional Art Show - Mezzanine.

HOBBY, ARTS, AND CRAFTS BUILDING (8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.)
8:30 a.m.- 8:30 p.m.Farm Products

ILLINOIS BUILDING (9:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.)
9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

10:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.

Baby Picture & Poster Coloring Display
Bee Culture Exhibit.................................
Illinois Talent Showcase - Theatre-----

:»JUNIOR DEPARTMENT • JUNIOR ACTIVITIES BUILDING (August 11-19)
4-H Horticulture, Photography, Crops, Entomology, Woodworking, Electricity & Engineering-----  9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
4-H Public Speaking Contest 
4rH Demonstration Contest .

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT • JUNIOR ECONOMICS BUILDING (August 11-19)
4-H Foods, Clothing, Home Furnishings, and Crafts Exhibits 
4-H Food Demonstrations...........................................................

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

SPECIAL EXHIBITS
................................................. 11:00 a.m., 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, 5:00,6:30,8:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 12:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.
Weekdays 11:00 a.m., 3:00,5:00,7:00 p.m., Weekends 11:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
................................................................................................ 9:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.

Bingo.......................................
Illinois Farm Expo..............
Government Tent................
Carnival World.....................
Ethnic Festival......................

Entertainment ..........
Mllk-A-Cow (25 Q Barn)........
Fire Services Tent................

Blood Pressure Tests 
Wide World of Wheels..........



PAT HENRY
Patricia S. Henry is a native of DeKalb County, but 

became a State Fair fan when she moved to Springfield with 
her husband, Donald, twenty-three years ago. She took 
many slide pictures at the fair to show to family and friends 
at home. A friend asked her to show her pictures at a pro
gram for one of the local high-rise apartment buildings. It 
was when some of the elderly residents began to recall the 
earlier days of the fair that she became interested in its 
history. She found information scattered in many 
places — old newspapers, old postcard collections, the 
State Historical Library and the Sangamon Valley Collection 
at Lincoln Library, the State Fair offices, and the 
reminiscenses of people who had attended the fair for years. 
In August her favorite recreation is taking her two grandsons 
to the fair! She goes chiefly to see the animals and to gather 
more information, but the boys are very fond of Happy 
Hollow! Pat’s contributions to this publication are liberally 
represented. The publishers wish to thank her as well as the 
Sangamon Valley Collection, provider of the many Illinois 
State Fair historical photographs.

SPRINGFIELD’S ILLINOIS 

STATE FAIR HISTORIAN



1982 ACTION .. .

#33 JOE SALDANA (Photo by Allen Horcher)
#47-GARY IRWIN; #59-GEORGE SNIDER

(Photo by Allen Horcher)
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GEORGE SNIDER (Photo by Allen Horcher)
MI-mSSK S^|SEY: #58~JACK HEWITT;

21 PANCHO CARTER (Photo by Kevin Horcher)
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FREE GRANDSTAND ENTERTAINMENT 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21

I

BONNIE NELSON GEORGE STRAIT

RU

For Summertime 

Good Health and Safety 

CALL 788-4444

Illinois
State
Fair

s
£

Main Gala
8 Blks.Sangamon Ave *

Tel-Med 9«°

64 Flies Qirly and dangerous 
73 Earaclrc in children 
90 Haylevcr 
94 Shock
98 Mead miuncs
99 Sprains
47 Leg cramps and aches

102 Mouth-to-mouth
rcsusciialion 
(small childronl

103 Mouth to-moulh
resuscnaiion (adullsl

117 Athlete's loot
118 Animal ones 
121 Bee slings
399 Car seal salely lor children

si406 Accidents, saieiy and 
young children

567 Allergies
568 Poison oatdpoison ivy

1081 Heallh hmis lor campers
1082 Spoils lips lor youngsters
1083 Lillie League eioow 
1101 Exercising—warm up

slowly

S =
£ 5E S
2

N. Grand Ava.

Tel-Med is a library of tape-recorded messages on a variety of health- 
related subjects which helps you understand illness or injury and in
creases your awareness of good health habits. A complete listing of 
all Tel-Med tapes can be found in the green pages of your telephone 
book. Just call and ask for the tape by number. It is educational, free 
and completely confidential.

5 Blks. 4 Blks.I 03

s
a ♦ nn

s
©

Emergency
Care

3cc

4Memorial Medical Center 
800 N. Rutledge St. 
Springfield, IL 62781 
(217) 788-3030

Tel-Med: A 24-hour service 
sponsored by Friends of 
Memorial Medical Center 
217/788-4444

Blks.
Miller SI.

Carpenter SI.
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THE BUTTER COW
The Dairy Building has been the home of the traditional 
butter cow for close to sixty years. The "cow" takes 488 
pounds of unsalted butter and since 1969 has been 
sculptured by hand over a wire frame in a refrigerated case 
by Mrs. Norma Lyon, the talented wife of a dairyman in 
Toledo, Iowa. An older frame used until 1979 was 
somewhat smaller, faced to the left, and after the fair the 
butter was scraped off it for use in pet and livestock food. 
With the high cost of butter in recent years, Mrs. Lyon 
sometimes chills and re-uses the butter for her next 
sculpture. She does this work for a number of fairs during 
the summer, but all the animals are different.

The traditional butter cow under construction by Norma Lyon 
in Dairy Building.

HSave $1 to $6JC Penney

Jeans galore: Hunt Club.™ Plain Pockets® . And more. 

For Mom, Dad. Big girls and boys. Little kids, too.
Sale 16.99 Sale 9.99
Reg. $22. Hunt Club™ leans. Join the club in our pre
washed cotton denims In junior waist sizes.
Juniors' Hunt Club™ corduroy jeans,
Reg. $22 Sale 16.99
Misses' ESP' denim jeans, Reg. $28 Sale 22.99

Reg. S12. Our Plain Pockets' jeans. Great fit in flared 
or straight leg style. Big boys' sizes.
Prep boys' Plain Pockets' jeans, Reg. $13 Sale 9.99 
Little boys'Super Denim* jeans, Reg. $9 Sale 7.99

Ms t 4

Sale 10.99*> *4 4

Sale 13.99 Reg. S15. The man in the Plain Pockets* jeans. He 
knows the pockets to pick. With great fit and nothing 
on the back pockets! Rugged cotton/poly Denim 
Extra.' In men's sizes.
Levis" cotton denim jeans, Reg. $20 Sale 13.99

Reg. S18. Get involved in extracurricular activities. 
Join the club! Sporting our Hunt Club™ jeans of 
cotton. In big girls' sizes 7 to 14.
Little girls'Super Denim* jeans, Reg, $11 Sale 8.99

JC Penney
•1983. J C Penney Company. Inc

Open Sundays 10:00 a.m. ’til 6:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Charge it at JCPenneys —
1201 South Dirksen Parkway, Springfield

MILK-A-COW
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to milk a 
cow? Wonder no more! The University of Illinois Dairy 
Science Club provides this opportunity for all curious 
fairgoers, on weekdays from 11-3 and 5-7, and on 
weekends from 11-7. Taste the “farm life" at 25 Q Cattle 
barn for only fifty cents.

Fairgoers getting first-hand look at dairy industry.
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(217) 525-7878 

2110 CLEARLAKE AVE. 
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703
MACKAY ENGINES

SPEED SHOP ★ MACHINE SHOP
Engine Balancing 

Bore & Honing 

Cylinder Head Rebuilding 

Complete Engine Rebuilding 

Manual Transmission Repair 

Differential Set-up 

Distributor Set-up

Complete Line of:
High Performance & Standard 

Engine Parts

i

The Illinois State Fair welcomes Tim Fliege, 
who will give us his solo trumpet rendition of our 
National Anthem. Fliege, a 33 year old native of 
Springfield, is regarded as an excellent trumpeter 
in the area. He is a member of the Petersburg 
Clown Band and he and his wife Laura are actively 
involved in the music program at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Springfield.

CONTACT:
Dan

Rothe
Jeff Jim

MacKay Albright

1983 OFFICIAL PACE CAR ...

The Official Pace Car at the 1983 Indianapolis Motor Speedway was a Riviera Buick, and is also 
the Official Pace Car at the 1983 Illinois State Fair U.S.A.C. Tony Bettenhausen Memorial Dirt 
Champ Race, and the Allen Crowe Memorial Stock Car Race. Pictured is the Riviera which will do the 
inspection laps, parade and start of each race laps. These two beautiful convertible top Buicks are 
being furnished by Koester Buick Inc., a Decatur, Illinois dealer, located at U.S. 51, North of I-72. 
Werner W. Koester, President. These Buick convertibles are capable of speeds in excess of 125 
m.p.h., powered by a 307 V-8, 5.0 litre, 4 barrel carbureator. These have been tuned to the highest 
degree of efficiency and have grand touring suspension, four wheel disc brakes, are Z-Barted 
throughout, and highest quality Michelin tires.
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KEN SCHRADER
Fenton, Missouri 

Blrthdate: May 29,1955

MARK ALDERSON
Timber Lake, South Dakota 

Blrthdate: April 18,1945
Mark was runnerup in 
the 1982 Silver Crown

Ken won the USAC Silver
Crown Championship 
during 1982 with a con
sistent front-running per
formance. Though he 
didn’t win any of the 10 
races on the schedule, 
Schrader did manage a 
second, three thirds, a 
fourth and a fifth. He 
wrapped up the crown in 
the final race of the 
season at Nazareth, PA., 
with a fourth-place finish 
in a borrowed car. A ver

satile performer, Schrader was USAC Stock Car 
“Rookle-of-the-Year” in 1980 and also finished third in 
the 1982 Midget point standings.

Series, moving up from a 
ninth-place finish in 
1981. Mark’s best fin- 

| ishes were a fourth here 
| at Springfield, in the 
| August 100-miler and a 
| fifth in the season finale 
| at Nazareth, PA., in 
S December. He also had 
0 one sixth and four

—

s-
>> I*

/ V

I seventh-place finishes. 
Mark drove the highest 
ranking Dirt car in the

V?

f 7 r .
1981 Pocono 500-mile Championship race, finishing 
in 11th place.

BILLY ENGELHART
Madison, Wisconsin 

Birthdate: March 20,1942

RON SHUMAN
Mesa, Arizona

Birthdate: September 15,1952
Ron finished third in the 
1982 Silver Crown Series 
after being in the thick of 
the battle for the crown 
through most of the 
season. A broken shock 
absorber in the season 
finale at Nazareth, PA., 
proved fatal to Ron’s 
title chances. Known as 
the "Flyin’ Shoe”, Ron 
won the 50-lap Silver 
Crown segment of the 
"Four Crown Nationals" 
at Eldora Speedway, 

Rossburg, Ohio. He also had two third-place finishes, 
a fourth, a fifth and two sixths in other races in the 
series. Ron has put together an incredible string of 
four consecutive USAC Midget victories in the Turkey 
Night Grand Prix at Gardena, CA.

A former top Midget 
driver with 24 USAC vic
tories to his credit, Billy 
has' specialized in the 
Championship Dirt cars 
in recent years. He drove 
to fourth place in the 
1982 point standings, 
rounding out his year 
with-a fine second-place 
finish in the finale at 
Nazareth, PA. He also 
had third, fourth and 
sixth-place finishes to 
his credit. Billy won the 

1978 Hoosier Hundred and was runnerup for the Dirt 
Championship in 1979. Billy also was runnerup for the 
1972 USAC Midget title.
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1983 COUNTY FAIR QUEENS
I

First Row: (left to right) — Kimberly Nalley (Carbondale). Jeame Cline (Marshall), Kathryn Doelling (Venedy), Cheryl Hill (Springfield), Tracy 
Gher (Lawrenceville). Connie Cozart (Carrier Mills), Elizabeth Myers (Griggsville), Tracey Goodman (Roodhouse), Vicki Johnson (Springfield) 
— 1982 Illinois County Fair Queen, Beverly Quigg (Jacksonville), Rachel Shelton (Richmond), Lisa Yochum (Waterloo), Michelle Tisdale 
(Greenview), Kristy Eddleman (Gibson City). Molly Irwin (Danville), Kim Kielczynski (Rockford), Erna Rheinecker (Pinckneyville), Jodi Varble 
(Rochelle) 2nd Row: (left to right) — Pamela Gady (Sadorus), Teresa Murphy (Chandlerville). Tara Fischer (Rock Island), Julie. Peters 
(Lewistown). Juli Ann Carie (Tuscola), Pamela Combites (Havana), Melody McMann (Oconee), Cheryl Tatge (Casey), Ann Campbell (Clinton), 
Jane Doss (Cambridge), Karen Sue Grunden (Quincy), Anita Wright (Princeton), Kirsten Svendsen (Paris), Barbara Flamm (Cobden), Pamela 
Reimer (Carlock), Sally Jameson (Milford), Molly Moms (Salem), Pennie Hildebrand (Mattoon), Susan Baalman (Hardin), Diana Cope (Bunker 
Hill) Third Row: (left to right) — Susan Harrison (Decatur), Christine Boehning (Hoyleton), Karen Wolf (Dixon), Missi Riggins (Vandalia), Cheryl 
Johnson (Libertyville). Christine Wolff (Altamont). Cynthia Cleek (Colchester), Joy Morris (Flora), Sandra THbrston (Belvidere), Deena Womer 
(Bement). Shirley Blades (Assumption), Cathy Knott (Rushville), Kimberly Manning (Lincoln), Shelley DeVore (Mulberry Brove), Mollie Johnson 
(Naperville), Vicki Stith (Wenona), Pamela Allen (Georgetown), Mary Ann Voights (Pontiac), Denise Kinder (Newton), Bridget Lumma 
(Jerseyville). Photo by Dave Beatty Studios

FAIRGOERS — LEAN ON PORK
YOU'LL WANT TO 

TRY OUR BIG BARBEQUE 

TASTE. . .
• BUTTERFLY PORK CHOPS
• GROUND PORKBURGER 

SANDWICHES

AT THE PORK PATIO 

LOCATED ACROSS FROM 

THE GRANDSTAND
sewoik- •

Grilled to their sizzling bestl

urasky's
Award Winning Meats 
Joe & Tony Turasky 

217-522-3345This delicious idea 
brought to you m Located across from the 

North side of the 
State Fairgrounds 

Open 7:30-5:00 Mon.-Fri.
7:30-12:00 Sat. 

RETAIL SHOW ROOM

by ^PACKINGIllinois Pork Producers 
& Porkettes AND

of Springfield
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THE ILLINOIS STATE FAIR - THEN AND NOW
Patricia S. Henry

Since 1853 the Illinois State Fair has been 
educating and entertaining the citizens of this state 
and their guests from across the nation and around 
the world. Its general purpose has been to promote 
improved methods of agriculture and livestock rais
ing, and to encourage exhibits of the best in labor and 
industry, education, arts and sciences.

In February, 1853, the Illinois State Legislature 
moved into its new home, the Capitol building on the 
square in downtown Springfield. One of its first acts 
at the new site was to incorporate the Illinois State 
Agricultural Society which had been founded in 
January. By May the Society members were planning 
a state fair in the fall for the purpose of promoting 
agricultural and mechanical arts as well as home 
products. The dates were set for October 11 through 
14, and Springfield won the bidding for the location.

Articles in the newspapers of the day urged local 
citizens to clean the usual debris from the streets, 
polish their manners and “do their best to entertain, 
please and accomodate all who may attend the fair.” 
Rail lines offered bargains in transportation, carrying 
visitors at half price and all livestock and display ar
ticles free of charge!

The fair opened on October 11 on Springfield’s 
west side, where DuBois and Sacred Heart Academy 
now stand. Admission was 25<p and there were 765 ex
hibits of livestock, produce, tools, flowers, art, 
needlework and the delicious products of home kit
chens. Crowds of fifteen to twenty thousand attended 
on the third day, and it was reported that “not one in
ebriated man was seen!" On the last day Professor 
Jonathan Baldwin Turner of Illinois College in 
Jacksonville made a speech emphasizing the impor
tance and dignity of labor. Eventually his dream led to 
our federally supported land grant college system 
and the establishment of such schools as the Univer
sity of Illinois.

The first fair was a great success, both in atten
dance and financially, even clearing a profit of 
$853.00 after premiums and awards had been 
deducted from the gross receipts of $4,751.00.

In 1854 the second fair was held on the same 
grounds, but the crowds who gathered to hear the 
speech of Senator Stephen A. Douglas on the last day 
had to be moved to the Capitol Building because of 
rain. Abraham Lincoln, who was practicing law in 
Springfield at that time, made an opposing speech 
the following day.

In 1855 the state fair moved to Chicago, and for the 
next thirty-eight years it was held in twelve cities 
throughout the state — Alton, Centralia, Chicago, 
Decatur, Duauoin, Freeport, Jacksonville, Olney, Ot
tawa, Peoria, Ouincy and Springfield. Displays were 
many and varied, representing new developments in

Conservation Building Display In the 1930’s
(Photo courtoay of Sangamon Vallay Collactlon)

agricultural and home products. Entertainment and 
exhibitions were popular, too, and when the fair was 
held in Centralia for six days in September, 1858, the 
aftermath of a balloon demonstration provided some 
excitement.

At the end of a busy day, a balloonist who had been 
giving exhibitions tethered his craft to the fence of a 
farmer near the fairgrounds. Onlookers got in and out 
of the basket several times, but at one point the tether 
rope broke and the balloon ascended into the evening 
sky with the farmer's two youngest children aboard — 
eight-year-old Martha and her three-year-old brother, 
David. Great panic ensued! The Centralia paper 
published a special edition alerting people to be on 
the lookout for the young balloonists, and tele- 

(continued on page 31)

CERTIFIED SOYBEANS
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GARY BETTENHAUSEN LARRY RICE
Monrovia, Indiana 

Birthdate: November 18,1941
Gary won the USAC 
Silver Crown Champion
ship race at DuQuoin 
and ran second in the 
Hulman Hundred'feature 
at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds, enroute to 
a ninth-place finish in 
the 1982 series. Gary 
won the 1980 USAC Dirt 
Car Championship, scor
ing victories in four 
races. A two-time USAC 
Sprint Car champion, 
Gary is one of the win- 

ningest drivers in USAC history with 40 Sprint vic
tories, 27 in Midgets, 6 in the Dirt cars and 4 in Cham
pionship cars. He had the 1972 Indianapolis 500 all 
wrapped up when ignition trouble put him out. Gary’s 
USAC career earnings are well over the $1 million 
mark.

Brownsburg, Indiana 
Birthdate: March 24,1946

Larry is the only two- 
time winner of the USAC 
National Dirt Car Series 
championship,* having 
scored in 1977 and 1981. 
He also won the 
prestigious Hoosier 
Hundred in the latter 
year. Larry also was 
USAC’s 1973 National 
Midget champion. He 
was selected as the 
‘‘Co-Rookie-of-the-Year’’ 
in the 1978 Indianapolis 
500. He finished 10th in 

the 1982 Silver Crown point standings. His best 
finishes were fifths at the first two races of the series, 
at Rossburg, Ohio, and here at Springfield. Larry owns 
18 career USAC feature victories.

LARRY DICKSON RICK HOOD
Memphis, Tennessee 

Birthdate: July 15, 1952
Marietta, Ohio

Birthdate: September 8,1938
Larry was among the 
point leaders of the 
Silver Crown Champion
ship season in the early 
part of the season, but 
slacked off to an 11th 
place finish in the point 
standings as he ran into 
bad luck. Larry won the 
Springfield 100-miler in 
early May and finished 
second in the event at 
Flemington, NJ. Larry 
was the first man ever to 
win three USAC Sprint 

championships, having scored in that series in 1968, 
1970 and 1975. Larry has 45 career victories in Sprint 
cars, five in Midgets and two in Dirt Championship 
cars. Dickson has made the Indianapolis 500 field 
eight times, with his best finish being ninth in 1969.

Rick, a newcomer to the 
Silver Crown circuit, ran 
in only three features 
during 1982, but won one 
of them, the main event 
of the Hulman Hundred
at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds. He also 
was fifth at DuQuoin and 
seventh here at the Tony 
Bettenhausen 100. Hood 
spends much of his time 
campaigning Sprint cars 
with the World of 
Outlaws.

V.
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Then and Now . . . Continued from page 29
graphed messages were sent off in every direction.
The balloon came down the next morning on a farm 18 
miles away and the children were rescued, unharmed.
David had been asleep, covered with his sister’s 
apron! They were hastily returned to their distraught 
parents.

The tenth birthday of the fair, in 1862, fell at a time 
overshadowed by the Civil War and a general 
economic depression. Plans had been made to hold 
the fair with the Peoria Agricultural Society as host, 
but at the last minute it was found that "the Military," 
without the knowledge or consent of the Society, had 
taken over the fairgrounds as a recruitment camp!
Plans were quickly changed to cooperate with Presi
dent Lincoln's call for troops. Apparently some 
premiums were awarded, but without a general fair 
being held.

In 1871 the State Agricultural Society president, D.
A. Brown, proposed that the state fair be given a per
manent location. Other states had done this and their 
fairs benefited from using established facilities, but it 
was 22 years before this idea became a reality here, 
with various cities vying for the honor.

In 1872 the State Department of Agriculture was 
established and given control of the fair, which had 
grown larger every year. There was no state fair in 
1893 because Illinois was heavily involved in the 
World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago. When 
voting for a permanent location finally took place in 
January, 1894, Springfield and Sangamon County won 
the vote on the 8th ballot by offering the 156-acre 
county fair site (still part of the present grounds), 
fencing, a sewage system, free electric lights for two 
years and paving of the streets.

Fourth of July. Everything else — even the tree trunks 
— had been given a coat of whitewash — so the red 
brick Exposition Building stood out plainly, 
dominating the grounds. It looks much the same to
day — the Queen of the Fair!

——
=
=

Before the fair opened, the Sangamo Club of 
Springfield, at a cost of $3,500, built an auxiliary 
clubhouse on the grounds, facing the race track, and 
on September 8 opened the first goif course in the ci
ty — four holes — on the infield of the one-mile track.

The fair opened on September 24 for a six-day run, 
with an admission charge of 50c for an adult, 75c for 
one person on horseback, and $1.25 for a carriage
load of four. Well over $30,000 was given in premiums. 
When the first permanently-located fair closed, it was^, 
declared a success in all reports.

The gigantic Dome building had been purchased 
for $69,500 at the close of the Chicago World's Fair, 
moved to Springfield, and was reconstructed in time 
for the 1895 state fair. Its glass and metal dome was 
reported to be the second largest unsupported dome 
in the world, with only the dome on the cathedral in 
Leningrad — then St. Petersburg — surpassing it. The 
Dome Building stood east of the Exposition Building, 
and was used for horticultural exhibits as well as of
fice space for the National Guard. It was lost in a 
spectacular fire in August, 1917, just before the fair 
opened that year.

At the southeast corner of the grounds (occupied 
today by a miniature golf course) Machinery Hall 
was built in time for the 1896 fair. The long shed be
hind it was most often used for farm machine ex
hibits. Between Machinery Hall and the Dome 
Building was a lagoon near which a nightly pageant, 
"The Fall of Pompeii," took place. The old Hall was 

(continued on page 33)
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Illinois Stats Fair, 1905
(Photo counts/ ot Sangamon Valle/ CollectionI infill

By September 24, 1894, the fair was ready to open. 
The existing grounds and buildings were renovated 
and redecorated, but the biggest undertaking had 
been the construction of the magnificent Exposition 
Building whose cornerstone had been laid on the

Live from "Four Corners"
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BOBBY OLIVERO
Lakewood, California 

Blrthdate: Dacambar 24,1948
Bobby won the 1979 
USAC Championship 
Dirt Car series. He fin
ished fifth in the 1982 
Silver Crown standings, 
scoring a victory in the 
August 100-miler here at 
Springfield, 
finishing second in the 
Hoosier Hundred at the 

State

JOE SALDANA
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Blrthdate: November 14,1944
"Little Joe”, as he is af
fectionately known 
among the racing frater
nity, finished sixth in the 
1982 Silver Crown Cham
pionship standings. His 
best finish was second 
in the Tony Betten- 
hausen 100 here at Spr
ingfield, in August. He 
also had finishes of 
fourth, fifth, eighth, 
ninth and 10th. Joe won 
the Hoosier Hundred in 
1976, beating the great 

A. J. Foyt to the wire. He also won the prestigious 
“Hulman Classic” USAC Sprint race at Terre Haute in 
1973.

1 f

and

Indiana
Fairgrounds. In 1979, 
Bobby won both the 
Tony Bettenhausen 100 
at Springfield and the 

Hoosier Hundred. Olivero also owns numerous USAC 
Midget victories. He drove the first competitive 
Volkswagen-powered Midget in USAC competition in 
1973. He made the Indianapolis 500 field in 1977, 
finishing 25th.

RICH VOGLER
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Blrthdate: July 26,1950

KEITH KAUFFMAN
Mlfflintown, Pennsylvania 

Blrthdate: June 9,1950
Rich led several of theKeith had an outstand-
Silver Crown Champion
ship races during 1982 
but always seemed to 
encounter bad luck. He 
apparently had the 
Hoosier Hundred locked 
up when a universal joint 
failed with about 10 
miles to go. He finished 
eighth in the point stan
dings. He was sec
ond at both the opener at 
Rossburg, Ohio, and the 
event at Raceland in 

Denver. He finished third in both the Flemington, NJ. 
event and the season’s finale at Nazareth, PA. Vogler 
is the only man ever to win the USAC Sprint and 
Midget crowns the same season, having accomplish
ed that feat in 1980. He also won the Midget cham
pionship in 1978. Rich's perserverance during 1981, 
following the loss of his father in an early-season ac
cident, earned him the Valvoline “Jimmy Caruthers 
Memorial Award".

ing Rookie year in the 
Silver Crown Series, win
ning the final event of 
the season at Nazareth, 
PA., and finishing 
seventh in the point 
standings. A graduate of 
the Pennsylvania tracks, 
Kauffman also won 
Rookie-of-the-Year 
honors at the 1982 run
ning of the Hoosier Hun
dred at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds.
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Illinois State Fair — Then & Now . . .Continued from Page 31
razed in 1973, and the long shed burned the following 
year.

Still seen on the hill over the west end of Happy 
Hollow, where the carnival is located, is the former 
Poultry Building, completed in 1896. It once was the 
center for all poultry exhibits, housing 2,000 coops, 
but now is used to store maintenance equipment. At 
one time a foot bridge, the Haskell Viaduct, con
nected the Poultry and the Exposition Buildings.

The first Woman’s Building (the name was always 
spelled that way, not Women’s Building) was con
structed near the present site of the Dairy Building in 
1899, but burned in 1901. It was replaced in 1903, but 
relocated on a site diagonally across the street from 
the fire station. It was used for years for women’s ac
tivities and the site for the popular State Fair School 
of Domestic Science which started in 1899 and con
tinued for 43 years. The Women's division and the 
popular school moved in 1930 to a new center, the 
Emmerson Building on the southeast corner of the 
main intersection, at the corner of streets presently 
called Central Ave. and Main Street. The former 
Woman’s Building was remodeled and used as the 
Administration Building until it was razed in 1973. As 
women's activities at the fair became more diver
sified and part of various departments, they were no 
longer centered in any one building, and the Emmer
son Building became the site of several Department 
of Agriculture offices. Then all the Department of
fices (except for the State Fair Entry and Space Ren
tal divisions) were moved to the handsome new 
Department of Agriculture Building near the Eighth 
Street entrance. It was dedicated in March, 1982. The 
Emmerson Building is still in very active use as a 
Senior Center.

She does this work for several fairs, but all the 
animals are different.

Happy Hollow was at one time a wooded glen on 
the fairgrounds, but in 1907 was established as an 
area to bring the carnival and tent shows together and 
has been used for these activities most of the years 
since. Across the street is the popular Giant Slide, 
built for the Sesquicentennial Fair in 1968. The Sky 
Glider was installed the same year.

The Main Gate as we know it now was built in 1910. 
Before that, street car tracks entered the grounds at 
this point and trains brought passengers directly to 
the grounds at nearby platforms.

The Sears Roebuck pavilion, built in 1910, near the 
Dairy Building, had a ground level area for machinery 
exhibits and, on the second level, a five-room 
bungalow built and furnished completely with 
material which could be ordered from the Sears 
catalog. In the 1930’s the bungalow was moved to 
ground level, east of the Dairy Building. The pavilion 
was used for a time for textile and art displays, then 
razed in 1971, but the bungalow remains today, and is 
the traditional home of the State Fair Superintendent.

Across the street is the old Conservation Building 
— now the Hobbies, Arts and Crafts Center. It was 
built in 1918, using much of the brick and steel from 
the ruins of the Dome Building, and many people still 
remember the exhibits of native wildlife of Illinois in 
the many pens and the big central fish pond. Conser
vation projects are now demonstrated in their own 
area on the northwest corner of the grounds in part of 
the 210-acre addition of 1924.

The Sheep and Swine pavilions, built in 1912, have 
been partially rebuilt and renovated and are still in 

(Continued on Page 35)
The Coliseum was constructed in time for the fair in 

1901, then remodeled and enlarged in 1903. Open ar
ches around the perimeter were occupied by booths 
where food and souvenirs were sold during the fair, 
but in a 1958 remodeling they were bricked in to form 
an interior walkway. The arena has always been the 
scene for livestock judging and shows, as well as big 
rallies and band concerts.

In 1903 the Dairy Building was constructed at a 
cost of $20,000. It looks much the same today, and its 
big refrigerated display windows still house prize 
dairy products. It has been the home of the traditional 
butter cow for close to sixty years. The ‘‘cow" takes 
488 pounds of unsalted butter, sculptured by hand 
over a wood and wire frame in a refrigerated case. 
Since 1969 this work has been done by Mrs. Norma 
Lyon, the talented wife of a dairyman in Toledo, Iowa. 
In former years after the fair the butter was scraped 
off the frame and used in pet and livestock food, but 
recently, because of its high price, Mrs. Lyon has 
sometimes re-used the butter for her next sculpture.

SINCE 1940

PAINTED-PLASTIC-NEON
TRUCK LETTERING A SPECIALTY
• DIMENSIONAL LETTERS
• SHOWCARDS
• WINOOW LETTERING
• MAGNETIC SIGNS
• MAINTENANCE
• ENGRAVING

• BUS BENCH ADS
• SCREEN PRINTING 
« OFFICE OOORS
• FLAGS & POLES
• INSTALLATION
• CRANE SERVICE

Everything In Signs 

522-8417
402-406 NORTH FOURTH STREET 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62701
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DOUG WOLFGANG
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Birthdate: July 26,1952

SHELDON KINSER
Bloomington, Indiana 

Birthdate: December 9,1942
Sheldon, the 1982 USAC 
Sprint champion, be
came only the second 
driver in USAC history to 
win that crown for a third 
time. He had bad luck on 
the Silver Crown circuit 
and, though he was a 
usual front-runner, he 
wound up 14th in the 
points. Sheldon’s best 
performance came at the 
Tony Bettenhausen 100 
here at Springfield, 
where he set a new track 

record in qualifying and then ran third in the race. He 
also was fifth at the Hulman Hundred feature at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds in May. Sheldon owns 29 
career USAC Sprint victories and he finished sixth in 
the 1981 Indianapolis 500-Mile Race. In the final Silver 
Crown race of 1982, Sheldon gave up his car to Ken 
Schrader so that Schrader could drive it to the cham
pionship.

Only driver on the 1982 
Silver Crown circuit to
win more than one race, 
the "Wolf" scored at 
both Flemington, NJ, 
and Denver. In three 
other appearances jn the 
series, he had two 14th 
places and one 17th. 
Wolfgang finished in 
13th position in the point 
standings. He is one of 
the top drivers active on 
the World of Outlaws 
Sprint Car circuit.

t

STEVE CHASSEYCHUCK GURNEY
Pleasanton, California 

Birthdate: April 20,1949
Clermont, Indiana 

Birthdate: February 28, 1945
After being idle for much 
of the season, Steve got 
a ride in the Genesee 
Beer Wagon dirt cham
pionship car for the Du- 
Quoin 100-miler in Sep
tember and responded 
with a fine drive to sec
ond place. Steve also 
ran the same car at 
the Hoosier Hundred, 
leading part of the race 
and finishing 13th, and 
at Nazareth, PA., where 
he was among the front 

runners before being eliminated by mechanical prob
lems. Steve placed 16th in series points. Steve finish
ed second to Gary Bettenhausen in the 1980 Hoosier 
Hundred. He was runnerup for the 1980 USAC Sprint 
Car title. Steve qualified for the 1981 Indy 500-Mile 
Race but was bumped by a faster car.

Chuck batted a cool 
1.000 in the USAC Silver 
Crown Championship for 
1982. He appeared at 
one program, the 
Hoosier Hundred at the
Indiana State Fair
grounds, set fast time in 
qualifying and proceed
ed to win the event. 
Gurney, who had not run 
with USAC Sprints or 
Silver Crown cars for 
three years, also won a 
1982 Sprint race, at 

Hinsdale, Illinois. A former regular on the USAC 
Sprint circuit, Chuck was runnerup for that champion
ship in 1978.

j
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Illinois State Fair — Then & Now ... Continued from Page 33
contest has provided a winner, representing beauty 
and talent — Miss Cheryl Hill — who will reign as of
ficial hostess during the 1983 Illinois State Fair.

use. The big brick horse barns west of the Coliseum, 
constructed in 1913, were the original home of the 
106th Cavalry. Across the street, the Beef and Dairy 
Cattle barns look much the same as when built in 
1927.

The track and grandstand were rebuilt for the 1927 
fair. The track layout was changed, and dirt from Ken
tucky was hauled in for the racing surface. This has 
long been known as one of the best and fastest tracks 
in the country, drawing the big names both in harness 
racing and auto racing. Quarter horse races are a 
special feature at the fairgrounds track. The grand
stand also provides seating for the shows on the big 
stage facing the track. In earlier years revues and 
variety shows were popular, but the big-name stars of 
comedy and of country and western, rock, and soul 
music draw the biggest crowds today.

In depression years the W.P.A. accounted for much 
of the construction at the fairgrounds. The Junior Ac
tivities buildings and the Visitors’ Service building 
(containing the fire station, and formerly a post office, 
etc.) were built in the late 1930’s.

The Illinois Building, opened for the 1950 fair, 
replaces a big white house (formerly a school, which 
had been duplexed to serve as living quarters for the 
families of the Director of Agriculture and the State 
Fair Manager. The new building housed the State of 
Illinois exhibits formerly shown in a large tent. The 
30-foot fiberglass caricature statue of Abraham Lin
coln in front of the Illinois Building was constructed 
in 1967 by Carl Rinnus, the display director for the 
John Bressmer Company.

Livestock of all kinds has always been important to 
the fair and thousands of dollars worth of premiums 
are given each year for the horses, cattle, mules, 
swine, sheep, goats, poultry and rabbits which are 
winners in their special shows. The Western and 
Society Horse Shows, as well as the Draft Horse and 
Quarter Horse Shows, draw entrants from all over the 
nation.

Farm machinery and equipment have been 
highlighted at the fair since its very first year. The 
tractor pulling contest has replaced the horse pulling 
contest, but the excitement runs as high. The impor
tant exhibits each year of the farm basics— 
livestock, farm machinery and,produce—have earned 
for our fair the reputation of being the greatest 
agricultural show in the country.

Achievement in many other fields is encouraged by 
the premiums offered for the prize-winning exhibits in 
arts, crafts and hobbies, education and science, 
culinary skills, music, and for competition in various 
games and races. Some contests are just for fun — 
the pigtail contest, hog and husband calling, coloring 
contest, pig races, to name but a few.

This year's twenty-fourth annual County Fair Queen

Government services are explained in a number of 
exhibits, and commercial displays and demonstra
tions add to the interest.

The new Senior Center, opened last year In the Em- 
merson Building annex, features services and enter
tainment for Senior Citizens, while special youth proj
ects and activities are centred in the Junior Depart
ment buildings on the west side of the grounds.

The present fairgrounds covers 366 acres, in
cluding the 210 added in 1924. Although early fairs 
were held in October and September, all dates since 
1926 have been in August. The fair was not held from 
1942 through 1945 when the U. S. Army Air Corps used 
the grounds as a supply depot during World War II. 
The Illinois State Agricultural Society operated the 
fair until 1872 when the newly-formed State Depart
ment of Agriculture was given control. In 1966 a State 
Fair Agency was set up, but in late 1979 the state fair 
management was returned to the Department of 
Agriculture.

From the opening day parade with its bands and 
floats, to the ribbon-cutting by the Governor, through 
the busy days ending with the traditional fireworks, 
the fair is a showcase for llljnois agriculture, industry, 
education and the arts. Its history is a fascinating and 
complicated story — space does not allow for all the 
information available in the dozens of different 
departments — but perhaps this brief look at its past 
will give you a new background for viewing the pres
ent day Illinois State Fair. Enjoy it, and come again!

SEE THE

ILL-MO WELDING 
PRODUCTS CO.

Display At
Illinois Farm Exposition

LOCATIONS AT
JACKSONVILLE—SPRINGFIELD 

DECATUR—MATTOON 
LITCHFIELD—QUINCY 

MACOMB—HANNIBAL, MO.
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CHUCK AMATI ROGER RAGER
Freeman Spur, Illinois Mound, Minnesota 

Birthdate: September 3,1948
Roger won fame when 
he qualified a car 
powered by an engine 
taken out of a school 
bus for the 1980 In
dianapolis 500-Mile 
Race. He finished 18th in 
the 1982 Silver Crown 
point standings. His 
best showings were 
sixth at Rossburg, Ohio, 
seventh at the Hoosier 
Hundred and eighth at 
the Hulman Hundred.

mber 16,1940
Variously known as the 
“Rhinestone Cowboy" 
and the "One-Armed 
Bandit", Chuck placed 
17th in the Silver Crown 
Series points for 1982. 
Chuck got the former 
nickname because of his 
colorful wardrobe and 
the latter because he 
managed to drive and 
win in races at a time 
when he had one arm in 
a cast. Chuck’s best 
finish was sixth here at 

the Springfield 100-Miler in May. He also was eighth 
at Denver and ninth at Flemington. Chuck also cam
paigns USAC Sprint cars and won two features during 
the 1982 season.
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fJERRY WEEKS
Anaheim, California 

Birthdate: July 28,1944

JERRY NEMIRE
Toledo, Ohio

Birthdate: January 24,1946

:

Jerry’s best showing 
enroute to a 20th-place 
finish in the 1982 Silver

Jerry returned to USAC 
action in 1981 after be-

fing absent since 1975. 
He was voted the 
"Rookie-of-the-Race” at 
the 1981 Hoosier Hun
dred in which he placed 
ninth, and finished 16th 
in the 1981 standings. 
He slipped to 19th place 
in the 1982 Silver Crown 
points. His best finishes 
were seventh at Flem
ington and ninth here at 
Springfield.

Crown standings came 
in the season opener at 
Rossburg, Ohio, where 
he ran fourth. Jerry is an 
expert metalsmith as 
well as a respected 
Sprint and Midget driver 
and spends much of his 
time when not on the 
track working on race 
cars for his fellow com
petitors.

A

!
36





■

■ -At% ' '

'IV

- * •■,

dependable
GrassControl.

\

;

: iasso ■!■ r.

i
*

■«“’ Monsanto
:

J\ '■

' ■

. -a/

i^|,[J,_^---/ V
■■■

v
-i

Consilience - =*
i

\
\

No-tillWeed!
Control. ■a

IT ■

J.

-

#
«E< *r"

*.
f, V

•- : i*
.V

j;--

! . ■

.
:•■


